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Meet the Common Core State 
Standards with Wordly Wise 
Science & Social Studies™ 
Wordly Wise Science & Social Studies™ is an online 
program designed to help intermediate and middle- 
school students master content-area vocabulary. 
In Wordly Wise Science & Social Studies, students  
interact with the words in a variety of activities, all 
of which require a progressively deeper under- 
standing of the words’ content-area meanings. The 
choice of words in the program was determined by a  
number of factors:

•	Science and Social Studies standards 
•	Science and Social Studies texts 
•	Lists developed by vocabulary experts, such as Ed Fry 

(The Teacher’s Book of Lists) and Robert Marzano 
(Building Academic Vocabulary)

Vocabulary acquisition and use

The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for Language 
say this about Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: “The 
 vocabulary standards focus on understanding words 
and phrases, their relationships, and their nuances 
and on acquiring new vocabulary, particularly general  
academic and domain-specific words and phrases.”

Both academic vocabulary and domain-specific 
 vocabulary, that is, content-area words, are essential for 
success in school. Many students at the intermediate 
and middle-school levels decode well but do not know 
the meanings of the words they are decoding. One of 
the biggest stumbling blocks to learning content from 
content-area materials is vocabulary. 

Science and  social studies texts are filled with terms 
students must know in order to understand the topics 
they are reading about. Since research shows an 85–95 
percent correlation between vocabulary and reading 
comprehension, a student who reads a hundred-word 
passage in a science or social studies text and fails to 
understand five of the words will clearly have trouble 
fully understanding the passage. 

reading and Writing across the  
Content-areas

The Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social 
Studies 6–12 specify that students must be able to  

“Determine the meanings of words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to 
domains related to history/social studies.” The Writing 
Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science 
and Technical Subjects 6–12 state that students must 
be able to “Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.”

So not only are the general meanings of words 
necessary, the domain-specific meanings are necessary. 
Words may have a general meaning, yet have a quite 
different meaning as they are used in various content  
areas. For example, the term current has a different 
meaning in general vocabulary than it does in the 
 vocabulary associated with the study of electricity. The 
word key means something other than a door-opening 
device when applied to the study of maps. In the  content 
areas, specialized terms can become an obstacle even 
for good readers. Wordly Wise Science & Social Studies 
focuses on the meanings that relate to the domains of 
science and social studies. 

reading Complex informational text

The Anchor Standards for Literacy in History/Social  
Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects place an 
 emphasis on independence: “Students must be able to 
read complex informational texts in these fields with 
independence and confidence because the vast majority 
of reading in college and workforce training programs 
will be sophisticated nonfiction.” As early as fourth 
grade, Wordly Wise Science & Social Studies begins 
preparing students to do just that.

One of the unique features of the program is that the 
various modules—5 each for science and social studies 
at each grade level, 4 through 8—can be done in any 
order. In that way, teachers can assign the topics and 
word lists that coordinate with the topics they are 
teaching at any given point in time. And since lessons are 
assigned through an easy-to-use management system, 
students can do them independently, either in school or 
anywhere an Internet connection is available. 

Finally, the standards state that vocabulary is one of 
the key literacy skills that is “inseparable from such  
contexts” as reading, writing, speaking, and listening. 
Wordly Wise Science & Social Studies presents vocabu-
lary not simply as a dictionary word list and definition, 
but in the type of context students will meet throughout 
their lives, both in school and in their careers. 
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