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“ … adolescents —even those who have 
already ‘learned how to read’—need 
systematic support to learn how to ‘read to 
learn’ across a wide variety of contexts and 
content. ”

—Time to Act: An Agenda for Advancing Adolescent  
Literacy for College and Career Success 

Carnegie Corporation of New York’s Council  
on Advancing Adolescent Literacy

“ … approximately eight million young 
people between fourth and twelfth grade 
struggle to read at grade level. Some 70 
percent of older readers require some form of 
remediation…their most common problem 
is that they are not able to comprehend what 
they read. ”

—Reading Next: A Vision for Action and Research  
in Middle and High School Literacy  

Carnegie Corporation of New York’s Council  
on Advancing Adolescent Literacy

Why do many adolescents  
struggle with comprehension?

There is a huge change in 
literacy demands for students 
that begins in middle school.

Q. & A.
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The blended literacy solution for middle and high school

Reach Your Struggling 
Adolescent Readers
MCI (Making Connections® Intervention) is a unique 
blended learning solution that provides targeted 
literacy intervention for struggling readers in 
middle and high school. At the heart of the program 
is direct, explicit comprehension instruction. The 
blended model integrates the best of teacher-led 
instruction with engaging, individualized online 
instruction to maximize the depth, intensity, and 
effectiveness of the intervention.

The three levels of MCI—AQUA, GOLD, and 
CRIMSON—help struggling readers learn to apply 
key comprehension skills and strategies. Motivating, 
accessible texts, scaffolded instruction, and multiple 
opportunities for differentiating instruction and 
monitoring progress help ensure student success.  

Intervention That Works
• Engaging, interactive, and motivating content

• Adaptive technology for individualized   
 instruction

• Instructional emphasis on comprehension skills  
 and strategies

• Online progress monitoring and reports 

• Coordinated support for word study,  
 vocabulary, fluency, and writing  
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Reaching All Readers
MCI ’s comprehensive system for instruction supports 
the three groups of struggling readers identified in the 
Reading Next report, an important review of research on 
adolescent literacy: 

• Students who do not read with enough fluency to   
 facilitate comprehension

• Students who read fluently enough, but lack   
 comprehension skills and strategies 

• Students who have learned skills and strategies but  
 cannot transfer them to other texts

A ReseARch-BAsed system

“ For years we had searched for a reading 
comprehension program that would focus 
on reading skills and strategies, MCI filled 
that void for us. Most of my students were 
excellent word callers, but they lacked the 
comprehension. Traditional programs only 
focused on the beginning skills of reading 
(decoding). I find MCI’s structured approach 
to be most beneficial at taking my good word 
callers and transforming them into readers.” 

—Marci Reeves 
Belleville, IL High School
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Integrated Support  
for Comprehension
MCI’s primary instructional focus is on 
comprehension skills and research-based 
strategies, with integrated instruction in key 
literacy strands that support comprehension.

Elements of Effective 
Literacy Intervention
MCI ’s instructional approach is firmly supported 
by research. Reading Next ’s recommendations for 
effective adolescent literacy intervention served 
as guiding principles for the development of the 
program. 
 
Blended Model Responsive teacher-led instruction 
in the print components is combined with MCI 
Online’s adaptive instruction and progress 
monitoring. 
 
Motivation Lively video introductions, high-
interest themes, interactive reading selections, and 
humorous animated skill lessons motivate students 
to read and learn. 
 
Scaffolding and Support Students receive explicit 
instruction and substantial support as they are 
introduced to each new skill. Support is gradually 
removed as students’ proficiency increases. 
 
Strategic Tutoring For students still struggling 
with decoding, MCI Word Study offers targeted 
instruction in advanced phonics and structural 
analysis. MCI Writing provides process-based 
instruction in writing persuasive, informative, and 
narrative texts. 
 
Text-Based Collaborative Learning Students build 
comprehension together as they engage in repeated 
readings, discuss challenging words and phrases, 
find examples of the focus skill, summarize texts, 
and make presentations to the class. 
 
Considerate Texts Below-level readability and 
optional audio support allow students to focus on 
acquiring skills and applying strategies. Accessible 
layouts and text features—chunked text, headers, 
and other visual supports—make texts more 
manageable.
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Everything You Need for an Effective Intervention

MCI Online
This web-based component uses adaptive 
technology to give students individualized, 
interactive comprehension instruction and practice. 
In every unit, students read and interact with 
online selections, with scaffolded support from 
the animated Helper Guide. Motivating Video 
Introductions build background knowledge and 
vocabulary, and humorous Interactive Skill Lessons 
reinforce the unit skill. Online assessments with 
detailed reports help teachers monitor student 
progress and adapt instruction.

MCI Comprehension 
Student Editions feature fiction and nonfiction 
texts designed for struggling readers. Students 
interact with texts by marking them for skills and 
vocabulary. This process gives students practice 
applying the strategies used by active and purposeful 
readers. Practice the Skill activities provide multiple 
opportunities to develop, practice, and master 
comprehension skills and strategies in each unit.

Teacher’s Editions provide comprehensive, 
scaffolded lesson plans—from modeling, to guiding, 
to coaching, to independent application. Every 
lesson includes support for before, during, and 
after reading and suggestions for differentiating 
instruction along the way. The Teacher’s Edition 
also explains how to incorporate MCI Word Study, 
Writing, and Student Library books, and gives a 
preview of MCI Online content.

Visit  
epsbooks.com/MCI 

u Common Core and State Standards  
u Research paper    
u Sample lessons 
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MCI Writing
Student Editions Students use the writing process to 
create a story or essay with the same text structure 
or genre found in each unit of MCI Comprehension.  
Each lesson focuses on one text structure providing 
students with a structured “plan”.  The easy to 
understand materials include a resource section 
that breaks down the important components of the 
writing process.

Teacher’s Editions The Teacher’s Edition includes 
suggestions for coaching students, support for 
differentiated instruction, and reproducible graphic 
organizers and checklists. Teachers who are most 
successful with the MCI writing component provide 
ample support and modeling especially in the 
beginning. 

MCI Student Library 
These high-interest paperbacks give students an 
opportunity to flexibly and independently apply the 
target skill and multiple strategies in longer texts. 
The libraries include graphic novels, fiction, and 
nonfiction, with 12 books per level.

MCI Word Study 
Student Editions Word study lessons correspond 
to the comprehension component and provide 
instruction and practice in decoding and vocabulary 
strategies.

Teacher’s Editions The Teacher’s Edition includes 
a placement test, teaching tips, and detailed 
instructional plans.

“ Seventy percent of middle school 
students do not meet writing 
proficiency goals.

 ”
—Writing Next
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3rd Grade Readability LeveL AquA Themes

Out of This World Career Moves Body and Mind

Ancient Egypt Let’s Talk Technology Community Voices

High-interest thematic units play an important role  
in maintaining student engagement and attention.

scoPe & sequence

4th Grade Readability LeveL GoLd Themes

Against the Odds Going to Extremes Crime and Punishment

What is a Hero? How I See It Modern Media

5th Grade Readability LeveL Crimson Themes

Athletic Adventures The Civil War The Arts in Action

It’s All a Mystery Disaster! Intriguing Investigations



For more information, visit epsbooks.com/MCI

The blended literacy solution for middle and high school

9

The blended literacy solution for middle and high school

Hieroglyphs on a clay tablet

Like us, the ancient Egyptians 
were always looking for ways to 
improve their lives. They came up 
with many interesting and creative 
inventions.These inventions helped 
to make their lives easier. 

Paper, Pen, and Ink

Egyptians who could write were 
scribes. Scribes wrote symbols 
known as hieroglyphs. The word 
hieroglyph comes from Greek and 
means “sacred carved letter.” 
Hieroglyphs are over 5,000 years 
old. These letters look nothing 
like the twenty-six letters of the 
alphabet that we use today.

The Egyptians used over 700 
symbols, or small pictures. 
Some were exact pictures of 
specifi c objects. For example, a 
picture of an owl stood for owl. 
Other symbols showed more than 
one thing. They might tell a story. 
For example, a picture could show 

two men pointing their spears at a 
crocodile. What do you think that 
would mean?

The Egyptians carved the 
hieroglyphs in stone. They also 
wrote on clay tablets. Using these 
tablets, they could record their 
writing and carry it from place 
to place.

How did these 
inventions change 
life for the ancient 
Egyptians?

Unit 4: Drawing Conclusions/Predicting Outcomes64

MC_US_SEB_6_pp59-76_finalpp.indd   64 5/21/12   1:42 PM

Maximize Results with 
Multiple Texts 
Whether it’s about ancient Egypt, art, natural 
disasters, or outer space, MCI gives students 
practice reading multiple texts on the same 
topic, helping them to expand content-area 
knowledge and develop domain-specific 
vocabulary.

HAppily ever After

When the person died, the mummifi ed body was put inside a 
beautifully painted wooden coffi n. The coffi n was taken to the tomb 
by a procession of mourners. The mourners also carried all the goods to 
be placed in the tomb. A priest spoke words that the Egyptians believed 
brought to life the painted objects and statues in the tomb.

The door to the tomb was closed when the mourners went away. The 
dead person was left in his or her House of Eternity. The mourners were 
sad to lose their family member or friend, but they got comfort from their 
belief that their loved one would be happy in the afterlife.

Wooden coffi ns were beautifully painted.

73Tombs of Ancient Egypt

MC_US_SEB_6_pp59-76_finalpp.indd   73 5/21/12   1:41 PM

coRe skills And stRAtegies AquA GoLd Crimson

sk
iL

Ls

Main Idea and Details • •

Compare and Contrast • • •

Cause and Effect • • •

Drawing Conclusions/Predicting Outcomes •

Making Inferences • •

Figurative Language • •

Literary Devices •

Recognizing Viewpoint: Bias •

Recognizing Viewpoint: Persuasion •

Recognizing Viewpoint: Author’s Perspective •

Synthesizing Information •

sT
rA

Te
Gi

es

Identify Text Structure • • •

Monitor Comprehension • • •

Learn Cooperatively • • •

Use Graphic Organizers • • •

Answer/Generate Questions • • •

Summarize • • •

Build Background Knowledge • • •

Understand Vocabulary • • •

Apply Multiple Strategies • • •
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the student exPeRience

Customizable Resources  
Students have their own online lockers 
where they can customize their smart-phone 
Helper Guides, watch 
Video Introductions and 
Interactive Skill Lessons, 
and access My Words and 
Skill Card resources. The 
trophy case displays Unit 
Completion Certificates, 
celebrating student 
achievement.

Inviting Materials
Colorful Student Editions, appealing paperbacks, and 
dynamic online materials ensure student engagement.

Motivating Video Introductions   
Stories with teen actors and animation help build 
background knowledge and vocabulary for each 
unit.

Unit 

1
Main Idea and Details   Main ideas are the most important ideas in  

a text. These ideas are supported by facts and examples called details.

What Happened to Pluto?

 Poor Pluto. One day it was a “respected” planet—one of the nine in our 

solar system. The next day it was no longer a planet. What happened? Did 

it explode? Did it spin out of its orbit and disappear?

No, Pluto is still there. It’s just not considered a planet anymore. Scientists 

used to say there were nine planets that orbit the sun. You probably know 

their names. Now that Pluto is not considered a planet, there are only eight. 

 Why is Pluto no longer a planet?
The Disappearing

Planet

The eight planets in our solar system

6 Unit 1: Main Idea and Details
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Individualized Instruction
Adaptive software ensures that students read texts 
that are challenging but not frustrating, and that 
they receive the appropriate amount of support 
and corrective feedback.

Dynamic Practice
Interactive Skill Lessons reinforce comprehension 
instruction in an informal and friendly way. Students 
engage with humorous storylines as they interact with 
the skill.
Practice the Skill activities focus on vocabulary, 
comprehension, and summarization. Students also 
record oral retellings and write literature responses. 

Active Reading
Students interact with multiple texts on 
the same topic, both in print and online. 
Teachers guide students to become active 
readers by marking the target skill and 
exploring unfamiliar words and phrases. This 
process helps students develop skills and build 
content-area knowledge. 

Hieroglyphs on a clay tablet

Like us, the ancient Egyptians 

were always looking for ways to 

improve their lives. They came up 

with many interesting and creative 

inventions.These inventions helped 

to make their lives easier. 

Paper, Pen, and Ink

Egyptians who could write were 

scribes. Scribes wrote symbols 

known as hieroglyphs. The word 

hieroglyph comes from Greek and 

means “sacred carved letter.” 

Hieroglyphs are over 5,000 years 
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like the twenty-six letters of the 
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The Egyptians used over 700 
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specifi c objects. For example, a 
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Other symbols showed more than 

one thing. They might tell a story. 

For example, a picture could show 

two men pointing their spears at a 

crocodile. What do you think that 
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The Egyptians carved the 
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to place.

How did these 

inventions change 

life for the ancient 

Egyptians?

Unit 4: Drawing Conclusions/Predicting Outcomes

64

MC_US_SEB_6_pp59-76_finalpp.indd   64

5/21/12   1:42 PM

HAppily ever AfterWhen the person died, the mummifi ed body was put inside a 

beautifully painted wooden coffi n. The coffi n was taken to the tomb 

by a procession of mourners. The mourners also carried all the goods to 

be placed in the tomb. A priest spoke words that the Egyptians believed 

brought to life the painted objects and statues in the tomb.

The door to the tomb was closed when the mourners went away. The 

dead person was left in his or her House of Eternity. The mourners were 

sad to lose their family member or friend, but they got comfort from their 

belief that their loved one would be happy in the afterlife.
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Your Need for Water

water than usual. 
Drinking lots of 
liquids can keep 
your fluid intake up. 
Your body also needs 
more water when you 
are exercising or working 
outside on a hot day. Why? When 
people get hot, they sweat. Sweat 
removes water from the body. The 
water then needs to be replaced. 

Is your body a solid or a liquid? 
You may think the answer is clear. 
But the fact is that almost 70 
percent of your body is water.  
Every cell in every part of your  
body contains water. Your skin  
and muscles are nearly 70 percent 
water. Your brain is 75 percent 
water, and your blood is nearly  
all water. 

How Much Water do You Need?

It may surprise you to learn that 
even breathing causes your body to 
lose water. To stay well, you need to 
take in more water than you lose. 
Your body cannot store water, so 
you need a fresh supply every day. 
Six to eight glasses of water a day 
is enough for most adults.

But the amount of water your 
body needs can change. If you 
are sick, your body needs more 

How does 
water keep  
us alive?

This girl  
weighs 100 

pounds. Almost 
70 pounds of her 

total weight is 
water.

by alyson Jain

46 Unit 3: Cause and Effect

56  Unit 3   Cause and Effect

Cause and Effect Text 2: Your Need for Water

BEFORE READING

Skill Focus
Ask students what comprehension skill 
they are using when they figure out 
why something happens and the result 
or results of this happening. (cause and 
effect) Then have students identify the 
signal words for cause and effect in 
these sentences: “I drank water because 
I was thirsty.” (because) “I was thirsty, 
so I drank water.” (so) “The heavy rains 
caused a flood.” (caused) “The heavy 
rain resulted in a flood.” (resulted) 
Also point out that the answers to why 
questions give causes, while the answers 
to what happened questions tell effects: 
“Why did I drink water?” (because I 
was thirsty) “What happened because of 
the heavy rain?” (There was a flood.)

Background Knowledge
Remind students that in the last article, 
they learned about the benefits, or good 
effects, of practicing yoga and karate. 
Tell them that this text is about the 
importance or good effects of water for 
human beings. Ask students about when 
and why they drink water. (when thirsty, 
during or after exercising, to ‘wash down’ spicy food) Ask if they think they drink enough water and why 
they think so. Ask if they think you can ever drink too much water. Tell students that the text they are 
about to read will answer some of these questions. Share the information in the Teacher Fact Box as needed.

Teacher Fact Box
• Water comes in three forms, or states: ice (solid), water (liquid), and steam or vapor (gas).

• Deserts can be very hot or very cold, but all have very little water. A desert is defined as an area of land that 
gets less than 10 inches of rain or snow a year.

• We sweat, or perspire, to cool off our bodies when we get hot. Sweat glands in our skin produce a liquid 
mixture called sweat, which carries body heat to the skin’s surface. Sweat evaporates in the air, which means 
it changes from a liquid lying on our skin into a gas that spreads out into the air. As sweat evaporates, it 
produces a cooling effect on the skin.

 WORD STUDY • Lesson 3 • Open Syllables, Part B
This lesson demonstrates the V/CV and VC/V strategies by dividing words from ”Your Need for Water” as follows: 
be/come, pro/vide, sol/id, and bod/y, guiding students to see that the first syllable of the word is either open, with 
its vowel sound short, or closed, with its vowel sound short.

MCI_TE2ed_Aqua_EPS4144_p49-72_U3_r3.indd   56 3/13/12   3:25 PM

In 1999, Robert Bogucki, a thirty-
three-year-old firefighter from Alaska, 
was lost for nearly six weeks in an 
Australian desert. He had planned 
to walk 400 miles across the desert, 
alone. He went missing, and search 
parties went out to find him. After a 
month, they almost gave up. They knew 
he did not take enough food and water 
with him to survive for so long.

Despite the odds, Bogucki was found 
alive. But he was not well. He had lost 
about one-third of his body weight, and 
his skin was loose on his body. He had 
become very dehydrated. What had 
kept him alive? The small amount of 
water he had found underground and in 
plants and flowers helped him survive.

Robert 
Bogucki

Case  
studY

48 Unit 3: Cause and Effect
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Cause and Effect Text 2: Your Need for Water

DURING READING

Comprehension Monitoring/
Question Generating

Read and Mark for Meaning
Depending on students’ needs, have 
them read the text with you, follow 
along with the audio recording, or read 
in small groups.

AUDIO
Disc 2, Track 4

Extra Support Have students pause 
at the end of the table on SE page 47 
and summarize what they have read or 
answer this question: “Why do we need 
water every day, and what can supply 
that water?”

As they read, students should circle 
words, phrases, or sentences that 
they don’t understand. Invite them 
to raise questions about what they 
have circled and to think aloud as 
they use different strategies to answer 
their questions.

Vocabulary If students are having 
trouble with the meanings of the 
words dehydration and overhydration, point out the common word root hydr-. Say: “I know that 
hydr- comes from the Greek word for water. So both words have something to do with water.” Follow a 
similar pattern for the prefix de-, meaning “out of,” and over-, meaning “too much.” Say: “These two 
words are opposites. Dehydration means ‘out of water’ or ‘not enough water’; and overhydration means 
‘too much water.’” 

Phrases and Sentences If students question “fluid intake” in the second column on SE page 46, model 
using the context of the sentence and the two word parts that make up intake to find its meaning. Say: 
“I need to figure out what ‘fluid intake’ means. The beginning of the sentence talks about drinking lots 
of liquids, and the end talks about keeping your fluid intake up, so fluid and liquids must mean the same 
thing.” Then say: “I can see that intake is a compound word that probably means ‘taking in.’ You take 
in fluids by drinking. I think both parts of the sentence have similar meanings. So fluid intake means 
‘drinking liquids.’”
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Cause and Effect

Look at the section What Is Dehydration? Then fill in the missing effects.

Check Comprehension

1. Look at the chart on page 47. Which food provides you with more 
water—almonds or turkey?

2. Why do you need to drink more water when you are exercising or 
working outside on a hot day?

Cause
Dehydration

Effect

Effect

Effect

Effect

50 Unit 3: Cause and Effect

Your mouth feels dry or sticky.

You get a headache.

You feel dizzy, lightheaded,  
or weak.

It could be fatal.

Turkey. A roasted turkey is 62% water, but almonds are only  
7% water.

These activities make you sweat, and sweat removes water from  
the body.

60  Unit 3   Cause and Effect

Cause and Effect Text 2: Your Need for Water

AFTER READING

Reread for Fluency 
Depending on the needs of your 
students, you may wish to have pairs 
reread the text aloud, alternating 
sections. Remind them not to forget 
the sidebar. Have students monitor 
each other for accuracy and appropriate 
expression. For students whose oral 
reading indicates fluency deficits, 
use the Fluency Recording Sheet 
for Text 2 to measure students’ 
words-per-minute rates.

ASSESSMENT
Fluency Recording Sheet

�

Graphic Organizers and 
Question Answering
Read the section headings and 
directions of Practice the Skill 
with students, and make sure they 
understand what they need to do. 

AUDIO
Disc 2, Track 5

Extra Support Make sure students understand how to fill in the graphic organizers. Explain that 
in each graphic organizer they need to write several effects resulting from the same cause. You might 
suggest that students look for headings in the article (What Is Dehydration? on SE page 47 and What Is 
Overhydration? on SE page 49) to find these effects.

Tell students that they may look back in the text to answer the Check Comprehension questions. 

Progress Monitoring Students who have difficulty with the Practice the Skill activities even with teacher 
help may need the audio recording and the Extra Support suggestions as they read Text 3.
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Wraparound support 
for the Student Edition 
includes sections 
with research-based 
strategies for Before, 
During, and After 
Reading.

Extra Support and ELL 
Support make differentiating 
instruction easy.

Audio Recordings of reading 
selections provide additional 
support.

Strategically-placed, point-
of-use guidance is available 
for small-group instruction 
in coordinated Word Study 
and Writing components.

A system foR comPRehension
Direct and Explicit Instruction

Comprehension Teacher’s Edition 
Skills and strategies are always introduced through direct, 
teacher-modeled instruction. Then careful scaffolding makes 
the transition from modeling, to guiding, to coaching so 
students learn to apply the skills and strategies independently.

Cause and Effect

Look at the section What Is Dehydration? Then fill in the missing effects.

Check Comprehension

1. Look at the chart on page 47. Which food provides you with more 
water—almonds or turkey?

2. Why do you need to drink more water when you are exercising or 
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Cause
Dehydration

Effect

Effect

Effect

Effect
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water than usual. 
Drinking lots of 
liquids can keep 
your fluid intake up. 
Your body also needs 
more water when you 
are exercising or working 
outside on a hot day. Why? When 
people get hot, they sweat. Sweat 
removes water from the body. The 
water then needs to be replaced. 

Is your body a solid or a liquid? 
You may think the answer is clear. 
But the fact is that almost 70 
percent of your body is water.  
Every cell in every part of your  
body contains water. Your skin  
and muscles are nearly 70 percent 
water. Your brain is 75 percent 
water, and your blood is nearly  
all water. 

How Much Water do You Need?

It may surprise you to learn that 
even breathing causes your body to 
lose water. To stay well, you need to 
take in more water than you lose. 
Your body cannot store water, so 
you need a fresh supply every day. 
Six to eight glasses of water a day 
is enough for most adults.

But the amount of water your 
body needs can change. If you 
are sick, your body needs more 

How does 
water keep  
us alive?

This girl  
weighs 100 

pounds. Almost 
70 pounds of her 

total weight is 
water.

by alyson Jain
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Cause and Effect Text 2: Your Need for Water

BEFORE READING

Skill Focus
Ask students what comprehension skill 
they are using when they figure out 
why something happens and the result 
or results of this happening. (cause and 
effect) Then have students identify the 
signal words for cause and effect in 
these sentences: “I drank water because 
I was thirsty.” (because) “I was thirsty, 
so I drank water.” (so) “The heavy rains 
caused a flood.” (caused) “The heavy 
rain resulted in a flood.” (resulted) 
Also point out that the answers to why 
questions give causes, while the answers 
to what happened questions tell effects: 
“Why did I drink water?” (because I 
was thirsty) “What happened because of 
the heavy rain?” (There was a flood.)

Background Knowledge
Remind students that in the last article, 
they learned about the benefits, or good 
effects, of practicing yoga and karate. 
Tell them that this text is about the 
importance or good effects of water for 
human beings. Ask students about when 
and why they drink water. (when thirsty, 
during or after exercising, to ‘wash down’ spicy food) Ask if they think they drink enough water and why 
they think so. Ask if they think you can ever drink too much water. Tell students that the text they are 
about to read will answer some of these questions. Share the information in the Teacher Fact Box as needed.

Teacher Fact Box
• Water comes in three forms, or states: ice (solid), water (liquid), and steam or vapor (gas).

• Deserts can be very hot or very cold, but all have very little water. A desert is defined as an area of land that 
gets less than 10 inches of rain or snow a year.

• We sweat, or perspire, to cool off our bodies when we get hot. Sweat glands in our skin produce a liquid 
mixture called sweat, which carries body heat to the skin’s surface. Sweat evaporates in the air, which means 
it changes from a liquid lying on our skin into a gas that spreads out into the air. As sweat evaporates, it 
produces a cooling effect on the skin.

 WORD STUDY • Lesson 3 • Open Syllables, Part B
This lesson demonstrates the V/CV and VC/V strategies by dividing words from ”Your Need for Water” as follows: 
be/come, pro/vide, sol/id, and bod/y, guiding students to see that the first syllable of the word is either open, with 
its vowel sound short, or closed, with its vowel sound short.
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There’s a lot of  
information in the text that  

leads me to this conclusion. Here’s 
one sentence that tells me this 

pyramid is impressive.

Now YOU find and highlight  
another piece of information  
that tells you this pyramid is  

not small or average.

MCI Online 
Support for reading online texts is scaffolded, too. The animated smart-phone Helper Guide begins by 
modeling how to find an example of the skill in the text. Then he asks students to find examples on their 
own, providing corrective feedback, as needed.

MCI ’s instructional model incorporates varied learning scenarios.

Whole Group

Scaffolded  
Direct Instruction

Small Group

Cooperative Learning

Strategic Tutoring

Independent

Student Library

Adaptive Technology
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MCI Pre-Test Using The Lexile® Framework for Reading

Assessments And RePoRts

MCI Pre- and Post-Tests: Placement and Progress-
Monitoring Using The Lexile® Framework for Reading 
is a curriculum-based measure (CBM) that monitors 
students’ long-term progress. 

MCI Progress-Monitoring Assessments: Maze Tests 
for Comprehension is another CBM that provides 
short, more frequent tests for close tracking of 
student progress.  

MCI Unit Skill Tests assess progress with the specific 
skills taught in the program.

Informal Assessment is embedded throughout the 
print and online components of MCI. Notebook 
questions appear throughout online reading selections 
to check understanding of the skill and general 
comprehension. These assessments, along with 
Practice the Skill activities, provide information for 
ongoing progress monitoring.
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 MCI Online  -  Student Progress Monitoring Report
School: MCI
Class: MCI Class Student: C, Zehu
Teacher: Jeff Madaire Grade: 8
Current Level: Aqua

Level: Aqua

Student performance
Zehu is gaining 0.4 words/week, not meeting the goal of 0.6 words/week.
Zehu is being progress monitored weekly.

Goal: 0.6

Notes

Oct 18, 2013
1:26 PM

Mildred Papi - The schedule frequency has been changed from weekly to
weekly

Sep 11, 2013
12:13 PM

Default Admin - (Aqua level) The goal has been changed from 0.8 to 0.6

Mar 20, 2013
11:41 AM

Joyce Moultis - The schedule frequency has been changed from weekly to
weekly

Mar 20, 2013
11:41 AM

Joyce Moultis - The Schedule has been canceled!

Management System 
The browser-based delivery and convenient 
dashboard provide administrators, teachers, 
and reading specialists with powerful tools to 
monitor progress, differentiate instruction, and 
manage RTI implementations.

• Reports available at student, class, school, and  
 district levels

• Data presented in both graphical and table   
 format

• Color-coding identifies high-, medium-,   
 and low-risk students to support grouping for  
 differentiated instruction

 MCI Online  -  Class Skill Gains Report

School:  MCI
Class:  MCI Class
Grade:  8 Teacher:  Jeff Madaire

Level: Aqua

Unit: 1 - Main Idea and Details

Summary

2 students' scores have improved from the previous test.
3 students' scores have declined from the previous test.
All students have started the unit.
All students' work has been scored.

Group by: Total score

High risk
2 students listed

Student name Last test
completed

Date Latest test score Writing Time on
test

Unit Test
scores

C, Zehu Test 3 Oct 24, 2014
i i i i i i i i i i

Skill: 1 Vocab: 0 Comp: 3
2m 30s

P, Sarah Test 2 Feb 20, 2014
i i i i i i i i i i

Skill: 1 Vocab: 0 Comp: 0
2m 42s

Medium risk
1 student listed

Student name Last test
completed

Date Latest test score Writing Time on
test

Unit Test
scores

F, Freddy Test 3 Oct 9, 2014
i i i i i i i i i i

Skill: 1 Vocab: 2 Comp: 3
9m 17s

Low risk
3 students listed

Student name Last test
completed

Date Latest test score Writing Time on
test

Unit Test
scores

G, Seppy Test 3 Oct 17, 2014
i i i i i i i i i i

Skill: 3 Vocab: 2 Comp: 3
13m 4s

J, Bob Test 3 Oct 11, 2014
i i i i i i i i i i

Skill: 2 Vocab: 2 Comp: 4
12m 33s

S, Sam Test 3 Oct 10, 2014
i i i i i i i i i i

Skill: 3 Vocab: 2 Comp: 4
7m 34s
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3rd Grade Readability

STUDEnT LIBRARy
12 books: 3 fiction, 6 nonfiction, and 3 graphic novels

STUDEnT LIBRARy
12 books: 3 fiction, 6 nonfiction, and 3 graphic novels

STUDEnT LIBRARy
12 books: 3 fiction, 6 nonfiction, and 3 graphic novels

4th Grade Readability 5th Grade Readability

Making Connections® Intervention
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