
Grades 2–7
Program overviews

Build nonfiction 
comprehension skills 
and expand knowledge 
of people, places, and
events from around
the world  

®

and



2 TO ORDER:  Call 800.225.5750   Fax 888.440.2665   Online epsbooks.com

What are Claims to Fame® and  
Einstein’s Who, What, and Where?

Claims to Fame and Einstein’s Who, What, and Where, written by Carol Einstein, are two series featuring nonfiction, 
reading comprehension passages and exercises developed for grades 2–7.  They will develop reading, writing, and 
critical thinking skills that can help students succeed on standardized or other kinds of tests. Students will also 
increase their knowledge about people, places, and events from different parts of the world and from different 
eras.

The series comprise six student books and teacher’s guides:

• Claims to Fame Book 1 – Grades 2–3

• Claims to Fame Book 2 – Grades 3–4

• Claims to Fame Book 3 – Grades 4–5

• Einstein’s Who, What, and Where Book 1 – Grades 4–5

• Einstein’s Who, What, and Where Book 2 – Grades 5–6

• Einstein’s Who, What, and Where Book 3 – Grades 6–7

Claims to Fame features short biographies of interesting people, most of whom have lived and worked in the 
United States.  As students read the selections, they are encouraged to think about how events shape lives 
and how people shape the world. The broad array of career choices and experiences can be highly motivat-
ing.  Black-and-white photos showing the subjects or their work accompany the brief stories. Length of pas-
sages runs from one-and-a-half to three pages as the series advances. Following the reading are exercises that 
strengthen literal and inferential comprehension, writing, and vocabulary skills.

People, places, and events from around the world and from ancient to modern times provide the subjects for 
15 new and interesting passages in each book. While students broaden their general knowledge of the world 
through the reading selections, they also develop their understanding, thinking, and writing skills through exer-
cises. This series prepares students well for standardized or other kinds of tests.  A major feature of the series 
is showing students how to develop strategies for understanding nonfiction text. Students annotate the text by 
marking ideas that interest them, ideas that they do not understand, and ideas that they believe are important 
to the story. Length and number of writing exercises increase as the series advances.

®

Go to epsbooks.com 
to find sample lessons.
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Features for You

•  Nonfiction passages about a wide variety of 
events, places, and people from diverse back-
grounds

•  Pre-reading prompts before each passage activate 
prior knowledge and provide a purpose for reading

•  Vocabulary development with targeted words 
highlighted in each selection

•  Writing activities that help students learn to 
write to a prompt—an essential skill for most 
standardized tests

•  Comprehension exercises and activities that  
promote literal and inferential thinking

Benefits for Your Students

•  Students develop strategies for navigating exposi-
tory text—an essential skill for success on stan-
dardized tests

•  Students recall what they already know about a 
topic prior to reading

•  Students learn new vocabulary and develop vocab-
ulary skills in context and apply those skills in 
exercises and activities following each passage

• Students learn to respond to text by writing
 

•  Students recall information from the text and 
learn to draw inferences and to think critically

Grades 2–3
Claims to Fame Book 1

• Pre-reading focus 
• Critical interpretation
• Comprehension strategies
• Literal recall questions
• Inferential questions
• Synonyms and antonyms
• Homophones
• Critical thinking
• Responding to passages in writing
• Vocabulary development
• Test preparation

Grades 3–4
Claims to Fame Book 2

• Pre-reading focus 
• Factual recall
• Critical interpretation
• Comprehension strategies

• Inferential questions
• Synonyms and antonyms
• Homophones
• Critical thinking
• Responding to passages in writing
• Vocabulary development
• Test preparation

Grades 4–5
Claims to Fame Book 3

• Pre-reading focus 
• Factual recall
• Critical interpretation
• Comprehension strategies
• Inferential questions
• Synonyms and antonyms
• Homophones
• Critical thinking
• Responding to passages in writing
• Vocabulary development
• Test preparation

Skills Addressed
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Grades 4–5
Einstein’s Who, What, and Where Book 1

• Pre-reading focus 
• Student interaction with text
• Factual recall 
• Critical interpretation 
• Comprehension strategies 
• Inferential questions 
• Synonyms and antonyms 
• Similes 
• Homophones 
• Affixes 
• Suffixes 
• Critical thinking 
• Responding to passages in writing 
• Idioms 
• Analogies 
• Vocabulary development 
• Test preparation 

Grades 5 –6
Einstein’s Who, What, and Where Book 2

• Pre-reading focus 
• Student interaction with text
• Factual recall 
• Critical interpretation 
• Comprehension strategies 
• Inferential questions 

• Synonyms and antonyms 
• Homophones 
• Critical thinking 
• Responding to passages in writing 
• Idioms 
• Analogies 
• Vocabulary development 
• Test preparation 

Grades 6–7
Einstein’s Who, What, and Where Book 3

• Pre-reading focus 
• Student interaction with text
• Factual recall 
• Critical interpretation 
• Comprehension strategies 
• Inferential questions 
• Synonyms and antonyms 
• Similes 
• Homophones 
• Affixes 
• Suffixes 
• Critical thinking 
• Responding to passages in writing 
• Idioms 
• Analogies 
• Vocabulary development 
• Test preparation 

Skills Addressed

Featured Topics

Grades 2–3
Claims to Fame Book 1

Sibbell Ludington, patriot

Walter Mosley, mystery writer

Rosa Bonheur, painter

Susan Baer, airport manager

Fiorello La Guardia, mayor

Jessie Tarbox Beals, photographer

Roger Tory Peterson, ornithologist

Bessie Coleman, aviator

Amanda Clement, umpire

Ruben Blades, musician

Martine Kempf, inventor

Yo-Yo Ma, cellist

Grades 3–4
Claims to Fame Book 2

Jerry Yang, businessman

Elizabeth Cochrane, journalist

Dr. Susan Scott, sports team physician

Dr. Daniel Hale Williams, surgeon

Patricia Jean Billings, inventor

Jose Marti, journalist, poet, and patriot

Kathrine Switzer, runner

Al Hirschfeld, artist

Sarah Breedlove Walker, businesswoman

Sam Wanamaker, actor 

Dr. Sara Josephine Baker, physician

Maya Lin, architect and sculptor

Jaime Laredo, musician

Eliza Lucas Pinckney, plantation manager

Grades 4–5
Claims to Fame Book 3

Kent Whealy, conservationist

Betty Robinson Schwartz, runner

Robert Stevenson, engineer

Midori Goto, musician

Gabriel Garcia Márquez, author

Ida B. Wells, journalist, activist

Janet Guthrie, racecar driver

Violet Jessop, ship stewardess

George C. Wolfe, theater director

Maria Grosholtz Tussaud, businesswoman

William Karesh, veterinarian

Fannie Spelce, nurse, artist

John Harrison, inventor

Rosemary Casals, tennis player
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How can I fit Claims to Fame and Einstein’s  
Who, What, and Where into my curriculum?

Claims to Fame and Einstein’s Who, What, and Where can be used in a variety of ways.

The books work well as a supplement to an existing reading program or a social studies curriculum. Because of 
the variety of subjects covered in the series, the books can also be used to integrate content-area with literacy 
instruction. The exercises are developed to encourage both individual and group work. Students can begin in 
second grade with Claims to Fame and move through the series to Einstein’s Who, What, and Where. 

In conjunction with your social studies curriculum they can expand and enhance students’ understanding of diverse 
people and events throughout the world, while strengthening their reading, writing, and critical thinking skills.

Claims to Fame and Einstein’s Who, What, and Where can be used with the whole class, small groups,  
or individual students.

Featured Topics

Grades 4–5
Einstein’s Who, What,  
and Where Book 1

The Empire State Building
Conquering Mount Everest
Queen Elizabeth I
The Great Wall of China
Banning DDT
Ludwig van Beethoven
The Great Barrier Reef
The Salem Witch Trials
Father Miguel Hidalgo
The Louvre
The Printing of the Gutenberg Bible
Dr. Helen Taussig
Machu Picchu
Women Workers of World War II
JusticeThurgood Marshall 

Grades 5–6
Einstein’s Who, What,  
and Where Book 2

The Nazca Lines
The Publication of Uncle Tom’s Cabin
Winston Churchill
The Silk Road
Birmingham—A Battle to End   
 Segregation
Marie Sklodowska Curie
Easter Island
The Capture of Quebec
Louis Armstrong
Saint Petersburg
Ferdinand Magellan
Writing the Universal Declaration of  
 Human Rights
The Death of Julius Caesar
Maria Sibylla Merian
Building the Transcontinental Railroad

Grades 6–7
Einstein’s Who, What,  
and Where Book 3

Ellis Island
Independence of India
Gabrielle “Coco” Chanel
Great Mosque of Djenne
Seneca Falls Convention
Fidel Castro
Building the Panama Canal
Laser Eye Surgery
Aung San Suu Kyi
The Harbor of Alexandria 
The Birth of Impressionism
George C. Marshall 
The Forbidden City
The Fall of Constantinople 
Margaret Bourke-White 
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Claims to Fame, Book 1, p. 58

Pre-reading questions set a purpose and  
activate students’ prior knowledge.
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Claims to Fame, Book 2, p. 12
Comprehension exercises following every 
passage promote story recall as well as 
inferential and critical thinking.
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Claims to Fame, Book 3, p. 23

Exercises following each passage include direct 
vocabulary instruction that encourages students 
to use the words in context.
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Claims to Fame, Book 2 Teacher’s Guide, p. 28

Teacher’s Guides include rubrics and checklists as 
an assessment tool for students’ written responses.
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Claims to Fame, Book 3 Teacher’s Guide, p. 8

Appropriate answers to each exercise are included 
in the teacher’s guide for easy, quick assessment.
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Einstein’s Who, What, and Where, Book 1, p. 9

Strategies promote student interaction with 
text and encourage active comprehension.
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Einstein’s Who, What, and Where, Book 1, p 12

Exercises following each passage promote critical 
and inferential thinking and encourage students 
to find evidence for their answers in the text.
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Einstein’s Who, What, and Where, Book 2, p. 8

Students practice writing in response to 
passages—a skill essential for success on 
most standardized tests.
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Einstein’s Who, What, and Where, Book 2, p. 80

Working with Words exercises promote 
vocabulary development including synonyms, 
antonyms, similes, metaphors, and idioms.
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Einstein’s Who, What, and Where, Teacher’s Guide for Book 1, p. 15

Extension activities are provided for each les-
son, allowing students to go beyond the text 
to expand their content-area knowledge.
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