
By Vera Schneider
Recommended for grade K 

Critical thinking skills are essential to every aspect of learning. Studies show
that the earlier these skills are introduced, the greater a child’s chances for
academic success. A child who can think critically will be a better reader,
writer, test-taker, and learner—both inside and outside of the classroom.

Stepping Stones is one of few published programs designed to develop 
critical thinking skills at the primary level. Before children begin to read,
Book 1 teaches them to examine relationships, discover patterns and
sequences, make inferences, and use logic to solve problems that they will
encounter every day. 

Three easy ways to order:

Toll free: 800.225.5750
Fax: 888.440.BOOK (2665) 
Online:     www.epsbooks.com
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How to Use the Following Pages:

● Try these critical thinking exercises with your entire
classroom, a small group, or an individual student. 

● Ask your students to look carefully at and think about
the relationships between each picture. How are they
the same? How are they different? 

● Encourage your students to think of a logical item to
complete the pattern. If each child has their own
paper, ask them to draw their answers. Suggested
answers are given in the margin, but accept any
answer the child can justify or explain.

● You may get many solutions to the same problem.
Share them by initiating a discussion, displaying the
completed pages, or sending them home with your 
students.

See our Companion Material recommendations on page 6 for great materials 
that complement Stepping Stones. 

Recommended Companion Material

E D U C AT O R S  P U B L I S H I N G  S E R V I C E

A Path to Critical Thinking



Name Date 

What comes next? Continue the pattern.
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Name Date 

What comes next? Continue the pattern.
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Name Date 

What comes next? Continue the pattern.
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Name Date 

What comes next? Continue the pattern.

13

S
te

pp
in

g 
S

to
ne

s,
 A

P
at

h 
to

 C
rit

ic
al

 T
hi

nk
in

g,
 B

oo
k 

1.
C

op
yr

ig
ht

 ©
20

01
 b

y 
E

du
ca

to
rs

 P
ub

lis
hi

ng
 S

er
vi

ce
. 

P
er

m
is

si
on

 is
 g

ra
nt

ed
 t

o 
re

pr
od

uc
e 

th
is

 p
ag

e.
w

w
w

.e
ps

bo
ok

s.
co

m
. 

S
ug

ge
st

ed
 a

ns
w

er
: 

a 
ca

pi
ta

l l
et

te
r.

5



For more information about these series or to place an order, visit www.epsbooks.com
or call 800.225.5750 to speak to a customer service representative.

Primary Analogies: Critical and Creative
Thinking
Recommended for grades K–3

This systematic program teaches analogous 
thinking on many levels. Students complete picture
and word analogies in five major categories:
descriptive, comparative, categorical, serial, and
causal. These thinking, reasoning, and analogy
skills help improve students’ reading, writing, 
and test scores.

Answer Box

::

::

::

bump

stampdamp

mat
talk

ate 2

grain
corn

run

rug

zoo

too

3

mill

grand

COMPARATIVE ANALOGIES ■ LEVEL 2
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::

2

3

4

1

Find an item in the Answer Box to put in the empty box so both pairs go
together in the same way. Circle the item in the box. 

Recommended Companion Material
EPS offers a wide range of products and programs that complement the critical thinking activities in Stepping Stones. We recommend the
following series to help young readers develop critical thinking, reasoning, and comprehension skills.

Search and Sort
Recommended for grades K–4

Word sorting is an excellent way for children to
learn the patterns of language. Search and Sort
contains over 200 pre-designed, reproducible
word and picture sorts that can be incorporated
into any curriculum. These hands-on activities build
students’ decoding, spelling, and critical thinking
skills while encouraging cooperative and interac-
tive learning. 

Reasoning and Reading
Recommended for grades 3–8

This series provides excellent follow-up programs
once students have mastered basic critical thinking
skills. Reasoning and Reading integrates reason-
ing, language, and reading comprehension to 
foster more advanced thinking skills.  DIRECTIONS:

1. Name the picture cards. 2. Sort by matching rhyming pairs.  

Use both words from the rhyming

pair in a sentence.

Example: 
After school we’ll swim in the pool.
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Answers on page 278.
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Rhyming Word

Pictures
Rhyming Word

Pictures

Word Play

Directions: Fill out the table below. For each group, think of a member of that group that

starts with the letters A, B, C, and D. See how the first o
ne has been done.

Group
A

B
C

D

Ways to Airplane
Bus

Cab
Delivery truck

Travel

Foods

Animals

Names

Occupations

Places

Directions: The words in each problem below make a pattern. In number one, red is a color,

one is a number, blue is a color, and nine is a number. To continue the pattern,

in number one add a number after black. Add one word to the pattern in the

other problems.

1. red, one, blue, nine, black, __________________________________________

2. coat, apple, sweater, pear, shirt,______________________________________

3. hammer, house, ax, barn, pliers, _____________________________________

4. robin, lion, bluejay, horse, pigeon, ___________________________________

5. cup, table, bowl, desk, saucer, _______________________________________

6. March, Jason, October, Carly, August, ________________________________
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UNIT 1
WORD

MEANING
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