
Recommended Companion Material
See our Companion Material recommendations on page 4
for great materials that complement Search and Sort. 

Katherine Scraper
Recommended for grades K–4

Search and Sort is a volume of reproducible hands-on
word sorting activities. These blackline masters can 
be used to teach word study techniques proven to 
reinforce reading, spelling, and critical thinking skills. 

The following short vowel word sort is designed
to develop phonological awareness in emergent 
readers. Try this sort with an individual student, 
a small group, or the entire class. Search and Sort 
can be easily incorporated into almost any curriculum. 

Three easy ways to order:

Toll free: 800.225.5750
Fax: 888.440.BOOK (2665) 
Online:     www.epsbooks.com

E D U C AT O R S  P U B L I S H I N G  S E R V I C E

SEARCH
SORT
Discovering Patterns in Sounds,
Letters, and Words
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DIRECTIONS:
1. Sort by short vowels as both a letterrecognition and a phonics activity.2. Practice reading the words.

3. Use each word in a sentence.

Think of another way to sort the

cards, such as by initial or final

consonants.
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Answers on page 281.

Short Vowels
Short Vowels

nap

lid

bed

fun
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van led pig rod

hug pan met win

pox rut map ten

lip mop cup bat

let fit cot rub

dad rim pal sat
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Recommended Companion Material

E D U C AT O R S  P U B L I S H I N G  S E R V I C E

Explode The Code 
Recommended for grades K–4

Explode The Code systematically teaches sound-to-symbol 
correspondences. A variety of exercises provide experience
naming and combining sounds in order to read words,
phrases, sentences, and stories. Simple directions and 
consistent formats are beneficial for children experiencing
difficulty or working independently.

EPS offers a wide range of products and programs that complement the word study activities
in Search and Sort. We recommend the following series to help emergent readers develop
phonemic and phonological awareness, letter knowledge, and fluency skills.

Right into Reading
Recommended for grades 1and up

Right into Reading introduces phonics skills in 
a carefully ordered sequence of “bite-size” 
lessons so that students can progress success-
fully from simple to more complex elements.
Lessons provide a solid foundation in phonics
rules and ample opportunities for students to
read and enjoy developmentally appropriate,
decodable texts.

For more information about these 
series or to place an order visit 
www.epsbooks.com or call 

800.225.5750 to speak to 
a customer service representative.
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i says / ĭ/ as in

Find the picture that begins with 

the sound of the letter below.

“X” it.

ĭ

ĭ

ĭ

ĭ

ĭ

ĭ

Lesson 4

37

LESSON 5: SHORT VOWEL U

➔ Circle the name of the picture.

cup

pup

bug

rug

hut

but

bus

bud

cuff

cub

fuss

buzz

cup

mug

tug

jug

luck

duck
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sun

top

tip

tug

tub

Lesson 5:  Short Vowel uVowels are short when there is one vowel
followed by only consonants.

Sound out the letters to read each word.

Learn to read these words: put      pull      full      bull

➔ Circle the word that does not rhyme.

36 LESSON 5: SHORT VOWEL U

bug jug mug tub hug dugcut nut rut hut mud butsun fun bun ran run gun
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