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Going to Extremes
Compare and Contrast

STUDENT BOOK
“Poles Apart,” pages 26–29

“Alaska E-mail Pipeline,” pages 30–35

“Race to the Bottom of the World!” pages 36–41

TEACHER’S EDITION 
Teaching support for Unit 2 Student Book, Library Books,  

and Audio CD, pages 24–44

LIBRARY BOOKS 
Racing Rivals

Antarctica: The World’s Coolest Science Laboratory

AUDIO RECORDINGS
Unit 2, Disc 1, Tracks 10–17 

VIDEO INTRODUCTIONS DVD
Unit 2, “Going to Extremes”

ASSESSMENT CD-ROM 
Select from these Unit 2 options: 

WORD STUDY
Lesson 2, “Syllables with Long Vowels,” pages 16–27

WRITING
Lesson 2, “Research Report,” pages 18–31 
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24 Introduction to Compare and Contrast

Introduction to Compare and Contrast

The skill of comparing and contrasting involves recognizing similarities and 
differences between people, places, things, and ideas, or across time. Readers 

identify these relationships within a text or relate texts to one another. The ability to 
compare and contrast is important to comprehension because it enables students to 
make connections within and between texts and to see how these connections can  
affect meaning.

Texts that show comparison and contrast are typically organized in one of two ways. Many 
texts group similarities and differences. Texts may state whether the similarities outweigh 
the differences, or the reverse, or they may let readers draw their own conclusions. The other 
common pattern goes point by point, noting whether each point represents a similarity or a 
difference. Signal words are especially important in this pattern.

 
a short story in the form of fictional e-mails, and a historical narrative.Students will see  
that they can use the skill in a variety of formats and genres, including fiction and 
informational texts.

TECHNIQUES FOR TEACHING COMPARE AND CONTRAST

Make sure that students understand that comparing is finding similarities while contrasting is 
finding differences. Point out how compare-contrast signal words alert readers to similarities 

both, also, and in common signal similarities, while 
however, difference, and in contrast signal differences. On the other hand, in fiction, readers 
must find many of the comparisons and contrasts for themselves. Remind students to look for 
the -er and -est endings when they look for signal words for contrast.

Graphic organizers are valuable tools for teaching compare and contrast because they give 
students a clear and simple way to organize, and therefore understand, information in a 
text. The Venn diagrams and charts presented in this unit allow students to categorize and 
evaluate similarities and differences side by side.

ASSESSMENT
Test A

WORD STUDY
Lesson 2

�
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Compare and Contrast  25

Unit 2: Going to Extremes: The Arctic and Antarctica

VIDEO INTRODUCTION
Track 2

INTRODUCE THE UNIT

Background Knowledge
Read the title aloud, and invite students 
to share what they know about the 
Arctic and Antarctica. Make sure 
students know the meaning of extreme. 
Then ask: “What do you think is 
‘extreme’ about these two places?” 
(The Arctic is at the northernmost 
point of the world and Antarctica is at 
the southernmost. Both have extreme 
climates: very cold and harsh. They are 
hard places to get to and live in.)

Share information from the Teacher 

Visual Literacy

photograph. Ask: “What can you tell 
about this place from the photo?” 
(cold, snowy, largely empty, no plants, 
people use dogsleds) 

Discuss whether the place looks 
inviting. Have students support their 
responses with photo details. Ask: 

“Would you want to visit or live there? Why or why not?”

Preview and Predict
Tell students that each group of sentences marked by a snowflake tells about a text in the unit. Read each 
one aloud and ask: “What do you think this text will be about?” Then ask: “Which one sounds the most 
interesting? Why do you think so?” Have students jot down and discuss their answers. Tell them that at the 
end of the unit they will see if their predictions were correct.

Teacher Fact Box
Parts of Alaska and Canada are within the Arctic Circle.
Native peoples called the Inuit have lived in the Arctic for thousands of years. 
The only people living in Antarctica are the scientists at research stations.
The Arctic and Antarctica are so cold because the Earth’s axis tilts and the sun’s rays hit the 
polar regions at a slant. Much less solar energy reaches the Arctic and Antarctica than reaches 
land closer to the equator, which receives the sun’s rays “head on.”



Teacher’s Edition Sample Unit 2 - MCI Comprehension, Level Gold10     intervention.schoolspecialty.com/MCI

ELL Support
Make sure students understand the skill by helping them compare and contrast familiar 
items: shirt/jacket, book/magazine, bus/car. Reinforce the skill by helping students group 
facts as similarities and differences. State comparisons and contrasts in full sentences using 
signal words.

26      Unit 2   Compare and Contrast

Compare and Contrast Text 1: Poles Apart

BEFORE READING

Skill Focus
Ask volunteers to name a place they 
would like to visit. Have them describe 
its weather, using words such as rainy, 
hot, cold, windy, and dry. Use these 
words to show how the places are alike 
and how they are different. Explain that 
this skill—compare and contrast—can 
help people decide where they want to 
live, work, or visit. 

Explain that the skill of compare and 
contrast is also used by readers to 
understand what is the same and what 
is different about the people, places, 
objects, events, and ideas in a text. Good 
readers look for signal words to help 
them find similarities (both, common, 
also, similar, like, too) and differences 
(however, contrast, unlike, different, and 
the suffixes -er and -est).

Background Knowledge 
Review the discussion of the Arctic and 

TE page 25. Ask which is the northern 
region (the Arctic) and which is the 
southern region (Antarctica). 

Have students share what they know about polar bears and penguins. Ask where each animal lives. Tell 
students they will learn more about these animals in Text 1.
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