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Comprehension

SCOPE AND SEQUENCE

GOLD CRIMSON

4 Main Idea and Details . .
Compare and Contrast . . .
Cause and Effect . . .
Drawing Conclusions/Predicting Outcomes .
" Making Inferences . .
puk
E Figurative Language . .
o Literary Devices .
Recognizing Viewpoint: Bias .
Recognizing Viewpoint: Persuasion .
Recognizing Viewpoint: Author’s Perspective .
\ Synthesizing Information .
4 Identify Text Structure . . .
Monitcr Comprehension . . .
Learn Cooperatively . . .
% Use Graphic Crganizers . . .
E Answer/Generate Questions . . .
= Summarize . . .
n
Build Background Knowledge . . .
Understand Vocabulary . . .
\_ Apply Multiple Strategies . . .
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(—Q PRETEST

OVERVIEW: MCI Comprehension

The MCI program has three levels: Aqua, Gold, and Crimson. Each level
is a coordinated group of components supporting literacy. The chart shows
how the comprehension strand (in blue) relates to the other components.
The Comprehension Student Book is supported by Video Introductions,
Audio Recordings, a Teacher’s Edition, and an Assessment CD-ROM.

The Student Library rounds out the comprehension strand. In addition,
MCI Word Study and MCI Writing (in orange) coordinate with the
comprehension components by providing additional word work and by
supporting the reading-writing connection, respectively.
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The Aqua, Gold, and Crimson levels reflect the state standards and content-

area curricula for grades 6, 7, and 8. However, because the Student Books and
corresponding Student Library choices have a lower reading level and no grade
designations, teachers can decide which level best suits the needs of their students.

The MCI Pre- and Post-Tests: Placement and Progress Monitoring Using The Lexile®
Framework for Reading is a progress-monitoring tool made up of four tests that assess
reading comprehension. The Pretest provides a baseline score for students entering M.
It can also be used to place students in the MC/ level—Aqua, Gold, or Crimson—that
corresponds to their instructional reading level. Three Post-Tests, one for the end of each
level, can also serve as the baseline for the next level. Tracking students’ scores from
Pre- to Post-Tests provides general outcome measurements of reading progress.

/

Overview: MCl Comprehension Xi
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Xii

CompreHENSION CoMPONENTS
Student Book

The Student Book is organized into six units. Each unit focuses on one theme
and one comprehension skill. Unit Introductions kick off the unit theme with
a motivating preview. High-interest texts represent a variety of genres, some
of which appear in real-world formats such as magazine articles or Web
pages. The appealing, age-appropriate illustrations and clean design minimize
distractions and help keep struggling readers on task. Student Books are
interactive—students mark the texts for the target skill and for vocabulary.

Practice the Skill pages follow each text. Activities include graphic organizers
and questions focusing on the skill as well as comprehension, vocabulary, and
writing activities. Text Connections, a series of extension activities for students
to choose from, conclude each unit.

Teacher’s Edition

The Teacher’s Edition provides direct, scaffolded instruction—from modeling
to guiding to coaching—with variations to accommodate diverse learners,
including English language learners. All lessons employ the same research-based
strategies for interacting with a text before, during, and after reading.

For each unit, the Teacher’s Edition includes:
¢ 2 list of the MCI resources for the unit,
® a teacher’s introduction to the target skill,
* additional background building for the unit theme,
reduced facsimiles of the Student Book with answers,
wraparound notes for direct instruction,
point-of-use icons for other MCI components,
additional background and tips for the Text Connections pages,
teaching support for the Student Library,
sample Text 1 marked for skill and vocabulary.

Assessment CD-ROM

This array of assessment and recording forms is packaged with the Teacher’s
Edition. It provides tests for the unit skills—unit by unit and at mid- and end-
of-level—and for the Student Library. The CD also includes forms for recording
and reporting fluency and skills progress.

Introduction
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Audio Recordings

The entire Student Book is recorded on audio CDs, so students can hear

the texts read fluently and with appropriate expression as they follow along

in their books. Students can listen as many times as they need to, and pause
and go back to parts that may have given them difficulty. They can also use
the audio as extra support as they work on the Practice the Skills Activities.*

Student Library

The Student Library provides a capstone experience for each unit with one

fiction book and one nonfiction book tied to both the skill and theme of the

unit. Nonfiction books reflect content-area curricula; fiction offerings include
three graphic novels per level; and all are high-interest lively reads for young
adolescents. These trade-like books in a variety of genres allow students a choice
of unit-culminating reading experiences. Teaching support for the Student Library
books 1s found at the end of each unit in this Teacher’s Edition.*

Video Introductions

Highly engaging video clips introduce the topic, build background, and provide
motivation for the Student Book units. One short introduction per unit gives
students context for their reading. To support unit vocabulary, words important
to understanding the topic are embedded seamlessly in these entertaining three
minute movies.*

CoorpDINATED COMPONENTS

Word Study

Fluency, word-recognition, or vocabulary deficits may keep some students from getting
the most out of MCI Comprehension. Each level of MO Word Study give these students
instruction and practice in figuring out the sounds and meanings of single- and multi-
syllable words. Teachers can prepare students for each unit in MC/ Comprehension by
using the corresponding Word Study lesson. The Word Study Teacher’s Edition helps
teachers use these lessons to target specific student needs.*

Also tied closely to the units in MO Comprehension, each level of MO Writing provides
direct and explicit writing instruction and practice. Each of the six lessons in the Writing
Student Book guides students to use the writing process for one genre, or text structure,
coordinated to the corresponding lesson in the MCI Comprehension Student Book. The
Writing Teacher's Edition has suggestions for coaching and differentiating instruction. *

*See the MCI Program Implementation Guide for more information about this component.

Overview: MCI Comprehension  Xiii
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PLanning Anp Pacing

MCI Comprehension adapts well to use in a variety of settings and class
schedules. The chart below shows how the lesson plan for one text might
develop for a 60-minute class plan.

Lesson Plan for One Text: 60 minutes per day

DAY 1

BEFORE READING

 Skill Focus

* Background
Knowledge

¢ Genre and Structure

* Preview Text Features

DURING READING
¢ Read/Mark for
Meaning
If needed, use
vocabulary
strategy support, ELL
support.

DAY 2

DURING READING
¢ Read/Mark for Skills
¢ Collaborative Learning
¢ Key Idea Card
Assessment for skill
or genre

DAY 3

AFTER READING

¢ Reread for Fluency
If needed, use words-
per-minute fluency
check.

* Practice the Skill/
Graphic Organizers and
Question Answering
If needed, use Extra
Support for Practice
the Skill.

DAY 4

AFTER READING

* Summarizing

¢ Option:

Go over Practice the
Skill answers with
students.

¢ Unit Test C*

* Key Idea Card
Assessment for skill,
genre, or general
comprehension

* Unit Test C, an option for students who have struggled with Practice the Skills and/or class activities, can be

used during any text,

This plan allows 7-11 days for the remainder of the unit: Unit Tests A and B, Unit
Introduction and Video, Additional Assessment, Text Connections, Library Book(s)

You can tind additional guides for planning and pacing the entire MCI program
on our Web site at www.epsbooks.com. These charts include the following:

® Expanded, more detailed version of the 60-minute class plan above
¢ 30-minute class

¢ 90-minute class

XXX Introduction

Summer School
Extended-day/after-school programs
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Compare and Contrast

STUDENT BOOK
“Poles Apart,” pages 26-29

“Alaska E-mail Pipeline,” pages 30-35
“Race to the Bottom of the World!” pages 36—41

TEACHER’S EDITION

Teaching support for Unit 2 Student Book, Library Books,
and Audio CD, pages 24-44

LIBRARY BOOKS

Racing Rivals

Antarctica: The World’s Coolest Science Laboratory

AUDIO RECORDINGS
Unit 2, Disc 1, Tracks 10-17

VIDEO INTRODUCTIONS DVD

Unit 2, “Going to Extremes”

ASSESSMENT CD-ROM

Select from these Unit 2 options:

e Key Idea Cards, end-of-class checks

e Tests A and B, pre- and post-tests

e Test C, diagnostic test

e Test F and Test G, Library Books assessments

e Fluency Recording Sheets, timed assessment of fluency

WORD STUDY
Lesson 2, “Syllables with Long Vowels,” pages 16-27

WRITING
Lesson 2, “Research Report,” pages 18-31
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Introduction to.Compare and Contrast

he skill of comparing and contrasting involves recognizing similarities and

differences between people, places, things, and ideas, or across time. Readers
identify these relationships within a text or relate texts to one another. The ability to
compare and contrast is important to comprehension because it enables students to
make connections within and between texts and to see how these connections can
affect meaning.

Texts that show comparison and contrast are typically organized in one of two ways. Many
texts group similarities and differences. Texts may state whether the similarities outweigh
the differences, or the reverse, or they may let readers draw their own conclusions. The other
common pattern goes point by point, noting whether each point represents a similarity or a
difference. Signal words are especially important in this pattern.

In this unit, students will examine similarities and differences in an informational article,
a short story in the form of fictional e-mails, and a historical narrative.Students will see
that they can use the skill in a variety of formats and genres, including fiction and
informational texts.

TECHNIQUES FOR TEACHING COMPARE AND CONTRAST

Make sure that students understand that comparing is finding similarities while contrasting is
finding differences. Point out how compare-contrast signal words alert readers to similarities
and differences. In Text 1, for example, both, also, and in common signal similarities, while
however, difference, and in contrast signal differences. On the other hand, in fiction, readers
must find many of the comparisons and contrasts for themselves. Remind students to look for
the -er and -est endings when they look for signal words for contrast.

Graphic organizers are valuable tools for teaching compare and contrast because they give
students a clear and simple way to organize, and therefore understand, information in a
text. The Venn diagrams and charts presented in this unit allow students to categorize and
evaluate similarities and differences side by side.

Test A
) 4
Lesson 2

24 Introduction to Compare and Contrast
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Unit 2: Going to Extremes: The Arctic and Antarctica

Going to Extremes:

The Arxctic and Antarctica

“ R blizzard rages. lee cracks underfoot. It's way below zero.
What creatures live in these extremes?

# Two beens move ko new towns and new schools. Can bheir
e-mail friendship help them cope?

sk Two explorers race for the South Pole. Which man will win?
Which man will not reburn?

“Would you want to visit or live there? Why or why not?”

Preview and Predict
Tell students that each group of sentences marked by a snowflake tells about a text in the unit. Read each
one aloud and ask: “What do you think this text will be about?” Then ask: “Which one sounds the most
interesting? Why do you think so?” Have students jot down and discuss their answers. Tell them that at the
end of the unit they will see if their predictions were correct.

‘-°4 VIDEO INTRODUCTION
Track 2

INTRODUCE THE UNIT

Background Knowledge

Read the title aloud, and invite students
to share what they know about the
Arctic and Antarctica. Make sure
students know the meaning of extreme.
Then ask: “What do you think is
‘extreme’ about these two places?”
(The Arctic is at the northernmost
point of the world and Antarctica is at
the southernmost. Both have extreme
climates: very cold and harsh. They are
hard places to get to and live in.)

Share information from the Teacher
Fact Box with students as needed.

Visual Literacy

Invite students to respond to the
photograph. Ask: “What can you tell
about this place from the photo?”
(cold, snowy, largely empty, no plants,
people use dogsleds)

Discuss whether the place looks
inviting. Have students support their
responses with photo details. Ask:

Teacher Fact Box

Parts of Alaska and Canada are within the Arctic Circle.

Native peoples called the Inuit have lived in the Arctic for thousands of years.
The only people living in Antarctica are the scientists at research stations.

The Arctic and Antarctica are so cold because the Earth’s axis tilts and the sun’s rays hit the
polar regions at a slant. Much less solar energy reaches the Arctic and Antarctica than reaches
land closer to the equator, which receives the sun’s rays “head on.”

Compare and Contrast 25
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Text 1:

BEFORE READING

Compare and Contrast To compare and contrast, identify how things,
people, places, or ideas are similar and how they are different.

Skill Focus
Ask volunteers to name a place they P 0 I es A 3 r', How are the polat regions aike?
would like to visit. Have them describe How ate they differenty
its weather, using words such as rainy, '
/’]Ot, COld, M/Z?’ldy, and dTy Use these The i\rcuc and I\mérunca are as far alwa}‘ f'rom.each r_ather_as :\'r)u can
get on Earth. Both polar regions are extremely cold. They have ice, snow,
words to show how the places are alike roaring winds, low clouds, and fog. They both have summer days when
dh h diff Explai h the sun never sets, and winter nights that can last from twenty-four hours
an ow t €y are di erent. Xplain that to six months! However, the Arctic region is mostly water surrounded
this skill—compare and contrast—can by land, while Antarctica is a continent surrounded by water. This
. difference is important to the people, plants, and animals that live there.
help people decide where they want to

live, work, or visit.

North Pole
Arctl

Explain that the skill of compare and Asctls Cirte
contrast is also used by readers to
understand what is the same and what

is different about the people, places,
objects, events, and ideas in a text. Good

Equator

readers look for signal words to help Antarctic Circlo

them find similarities (both, common, South Pole
also, similar, like, too) and differences

(however, contrast, unlike, different, and What Lives in/iis Extroms Cold?

the suffixes -er and -est).

The land in the Arctic is a treeless plain called tundra. Much of the
ground is always frozen, Trees can’t live there because of the strong, cold

BaCkg round Knowledge winds, but mosses, grasses, and low bushes can survive. In the summer,
Revie the diSC ssion Of the Arctic and much of the Arctic snow and ice melts, and wildflowers bloom.
VIEW usSs1
. R — A — — — —— "
Antarctica from Introduce the Unit on I ¥ f

TE page 25. Ask which is the northern
region (the Arctic) and which is the
southern region (Antarctica).

Have students share what they know about polar bears and penguins. Ask where each animal lives. Tell
students they will learn more about these animals in Text 1.

ELL Support A7
Make sure students understand the skill by helping them compare and contrast familiar
items: shirt/jacket, book/magazine, bus/car. Reinforce the skill by helping students group
facts as similarities and differences. State comparisons and contrasts in full sentences using
signal words.

26 Unit 2 Compare and Contrast
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Tragedy Strikes

Scott’s team now turned back toward base
camp, but much of the fuel at their supply
depots had vaporized. Heating, cooking, and
even melting snow for water was difficult.
Then a raging blizzard set in. Two of Scott’s
men died of exhaustion. The remaining three, .
including Scott himself, had to pull sleds —
loaded with scientific samples Scott had insisted on Scott’s men pulling
collecting. They set up camp to wait out the blizzard. their "Q

Scott wrote in his diary:

E.—ver’y day we have been erdjy to I.sfa-rt For UL
butdoutsidel the door of the tent
| do not think we
We shall stick

depot Il wiles away, 4
It ~emams a scene oF wh;r‘bhy 40'1;‘1‘
cAan f'oo/:e For Anry petter fh;njs_"-' .r\ow.' y
4+ out to the end, but we are 3-&%!‘»-\.? weaker, o.

course, and thesend CArroE be far |t seems a pity,

but | do rnot think | can vt more.

R, Sceott

——b
All three men died.

The'Legend

When the news reached London,
a newspaper wrote that “Scott and his
fellow heroes™ had brought honor to 4
England by the way they behaved Scott and his m
“in the elosing hours of their lives.” They all died in Antarctica.

Amundsen had won the race, but Scott became the legend. His tragic diary
described brave men overwhelmed by the forces of nature. It told how they had

- i faced death with courage. In the end, it was Scott who became famous for the
; expedition to the South Pole. He became known as “Scott of the Antarctic.”

1
] e 2 Ay ottom of the World! &
é.L... PRGN S pere B ‘*‘“ R f
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38

Compare and Contrast

Look on pages 34-35 to fill in the Venn diagram. Write three similarities
and two differences in the ways that Scott and Amundsen prepared for the
race to the South Pole.

How Scott How Amundsen
Prepared \ Prepared

Check Comprehension

1. Why did Scott and Amundsen want to reach the South Pole?

2. Why did Scott decide to use ponies to pull his sleds?

3. What three things did Amundsen learn from the people of the Arctic?

Unit 2: Compare and Contrast
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Who Did It?

Look on pages 36-37 to answer these questions. Write either Scott
or Amundsen.

1. Who used only dogs to pull his sleds?

2. Who added an extra person to his team
at the last minute?

3. Which man was able to reach his buried
supplies on the way back?

4. Which man refused to turn back when
his expedition was in trouble?

5. Who faced a terrible blizzard?

,
n
A

e HENG T WC

Vocabulary

1. Write the sentence from page 36 that tells what crevasses means.

2. Use the word expedition in a sentence that shows its meaning.

Writing

What do you think is the most important reason Amundsen won the race
to the South Pole? Explain why you think so.

! Race to the Bettom of the World! 39
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fextiConnections

Now that you have read several texts about the Arctic and Antarctica,
do some exploring on your own. Choose from the topics below.

#: Did you know that the polar regions are in
danger from human activity? Research the
effects of global warming on these two
environments. Then write a magazine article
describing what you've learned.

# Write a poem about the Arctic or Antarctica.
You may want to start with a line from one
of the texts.

# Find out about the race to be the first to reach the North Pole.
Write a report telling who won and why.

# Go to the Web site of the United States Antarctic Program
(http://www.usap.gov) and find the link to the Antarctic Sun
newspaper. Compare and contrast the stories from this paper
to the news in your hometown newspaper. Then present your
findings to your class.

# Continue the e-mail correspondence between
Nik and Jess. You may want to write about
what happened with their new projects.

s Do research on how to build an igloo. Write
step-by-step instructions and include drawings
or diagrams.

-

Continue your explorations by reading these books:

Julie of the Wolves by Jean Craighead George
See how an Inuit girl survives on the Arctic tundra—with help from a pack of wolves,

Matthew Henson and the North Pole Expedition by Ann Graham Gaines
Follow this African American explorer on a 1909 expedition. Were these explorers the first
to reach the North Pole?

City Bear by Dougal Dixon
Watch a wild polar bear cub grow up—a bit too close to human beings.

40 Unit 2: Compare and Contrast 910178
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