The Paragraph Book Series
Program Overview
Grades 5–8+

A structured writing
approach for struggling
or reluctant students

What is The Paragraph Book series?
The Paragraph Book series, by Dianne Tucker-LaPlount, is a structured, step-by-step approach
to writing, designed to give struggling and reluctant writers the tools and strategies they need
to compose interesting, detailed paragraphs and essays.

The series comprises:
●

Four student books—each one focusing on a different type of paragraph:
Book 1: Writing the How-to-Paragraph
Book 2: Writing the Paragraph That Tells a Story
Book 3: Writing Expo Paragraphs (lists, tells why, give examples)
Book 4: The Paragraph that Classifies, The Cause and Effect Paragraph, The Paragraph That
Compares and Contrasts, The Paragraph That Persuades

●

Teacher’s guides for each book that include lesson plans, quizzes, reproducible assignments,
writing samples, and reference lists

This highly specialized writing intervention series targets middle school students with
learning differences who have not been successful in conventional language arts programs.
The Paragraph Book series builds competency from the ground up—students learn to edit,
format, and build paragraphs while mastering four basic writing strands.
The use of editing marks makes this series particularly helpful for students with weak motor
skills who have trouble with handwriting. Students are able to write and rework paragraphs
without becoming worn out or frustrated by the process of recopying the entire passage.
This method has been tested and shown to work with LD students of varying levels as well as
English language learners.
The structured format of this series makes it especially useful for students with organizational
problems, giving them a framework on which to build. Special attention is also given to looking for missing capitals, dropped endings, missing and double words, and other common and
easy-to-miss errors.
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Skills Addressed
The Paragraph Book 1:
Writing the How-to Paragraph

The Paragraph Book 3:
Writing Expo Paragraphs
Naming, Giving Examples, Telling Why

●

How-to paragraphs

●

The FNTF formula

●

Expository paragraphs

●

Editing marks

●

Number formula

●

Chronological order

●

Brainstorming with lists

●

Using graphic organizers

●

Transitions

●

Editing

●

Giving reasons

●

Revising

●

Topic sentences

●

Paragraph format

●

Conclusions

●

Punctuation

●

Supporting sentences

●

Capitalization

●

Editing marks

●

Checking content

●

Quantity terms

●

Author’s purpose

●

Sound reasoning

●

Balance

●

Format

●

Audience

●

Editing

●

The How-to Essay

●

Revising

●

Punctuation

●

Capitalization

The Paragraph Book 2: Writing the
Paragraph That Tells a Story

The Paragraph Book 4:
Writing Expo Paragraphs
Classifying, Cause and Effect, Compare
Contrast, Persuasive

●

Narrative writing

●

Factual events

●

Fiction

●

Division and classification

●

Format

●

Functions

●

Fables

●

Cause and effect

●

Editing

●

Similarities and differences

●

Revising

●

Comparison and contrast

●

Myths

●

Editing

●

Editing marks

●

Revising

●

Punctuation

●

Punctuation

●

Capitalization

●

Capitalization

●

Transitional words

●

Format

●

Supporting details

●

Editing marks

●

Direct quotes

●

Point of view

●

Openers and closers

●

Reading comprehension

●

Writing a story
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How can I fit The Paragraph Book Series into my curriculum?
The Paragraph Book’s structured approach to writing helps struggling and reluctant
writers master the standards required by most language arts programs. The series’
flexible design allows it to be used successfully in the general classroom with struggling
writers, in inclusion settings with students who have identified learning differences, or
in specialized settings.
The consistent format of each lesson in the series facilitates differentiated instruction,
allowing students to work at their own pace as each lesson builds upon the next with
frequent review and reinforcement. The Paragraph Book series can be used independently
as a writing curriculum or can be used to supplement a larger language arts program.

Features for You
●

●

●

●

●
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Easy-to-follow lesson format builds on
previous material and includes clearly
stated objectives
Teacher’s Guides include
everything you need to help
students develop as effective writers—lesson-by-lesson guides, quizzes, answer
keys, a diagnostic assessment, and reproducibles
Every book includes a “Check and Correct”
strand with cue questions and editing
marks to help students restructure their
writing
A strong visualization component
encourages students to create a mental
movie before they write
Every book contains graphic organizers
including flow charts and story maps

Benefits for Your Students
●

●

●

●

●

Students receive continuous reinforcement
and review, and understand the purpose of
each lesson
Students are able to
track their progress and
are provided with ample
practice to increase their
writing effectiveness

Students gain practice checking for
errors and edit their work efficiently
without having to rewrite the whole
paragraph
Students learn to analyze and think
through the writing process before they
begin to write
Students are able to organize their thoughts
and ideas before writing and can transfer
this strategy to other content areas
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Students first learn simple formulas for writing
paragraphs, then slowly transition to writing
more complex paragraphs on their own.
The Paragraph Book, Book 1, p. 2

First,...
Next,...
		Then,...
			Finally,...
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Graphic organizers help students think
through the writing process before they
begin and encourage them to organize
their ideas.
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The Paragraph Book, Book 1, p. 7
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Each book in the series contains opportunities
for students to apply writing and grammar skills
in context.
The Paragraph Book, Book 1, p. 65
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Students learn to use editing marks,
simplifying the writing process and making
revising less tedious for students with
handwriting or other fine-motor issues.
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The Paragraph Book, Book 2, p. 4
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Writing samples are included throughout
the series, providing valuable modeling
and opportunities for analysis and editing.
The Paragraph Book, Book 2, p. 90
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Review quizzes in Books 1 and 2 provide
added reinforcement and practice for
struggling writers.
The Paragraph Book, Book 2, p. 114
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The writing process is broken down into simple,
manageable steps, helping even the most reluctant
writers work through the writing process.
The Paragraph Book, Book 3, p. 50
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Quick reviews are provided at the end of
every lesson in Books 3 and 4 for students
to reflect on what they have learned and
practiced.
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The Paragraph Book, Book 3, p. 56
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The Paragraph Book Teacher’s Guide for Book 1, p. 20

Each lesson in the Teacher’s
Guide includes detailed
lesson plans with instructional
objectives, assessment
strategies, and more.
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Reproducible assignment sheets
are provided for every lesson,
allowing students to practice
and review their writing skills.
The assignments can also be
used for assessment.
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The Paragraph Book Teacher’s Guide for Book 1, p. 58
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Teacher’s Guides for Books 1 and 2
include reproducible quizzes to assess
and track student progress.
The Paragraph Book Teacher’s Guide for Book 2, p. 57
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