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“Dad, look at this poster,” said Rachel. 

“They’re having a dog show at Notch 

Springs Park next weekend. Do you think  

I should enter Taffy? I’ll bet she could win  

a prize.”

Dad smiled at Rachel. He knew how 

much she loved Taffy.

 



 

2



After Rachel’s father read the sign, he 

said, “That sounds like a good idea. The 

show is for pets, and it will be lots of fun. 

It’s kind of a long walk to Notch Springs 

Park. Maybe Chris can go with you. Let’s 

talk about it at dinner tonight.”

At dinner, Rachel picked at her meatloaf 

and beets. Mom and Dad asked about 

school. Rachel said they had learned about 

the giant squid in science. It was a pretty 

cool animal! 

Dad said, “Speaking of animals . . . ”
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“Dad and I saw a sign at the market,” 

said Rachel. “There’s a dog show at the 

park next week. Mom, may I enter Taffy  

in it?”

Chris said, “She’s a mutt, Rachel, not a 

show dog.” 

“No, Chris,” said Rachel. “This isn’t a 

fancy dog show like on TV. The sign says 

it’s a show for pet dogs.” 

“Well,” said Mom, “if she doesn’t have  

to be a real show dog, I think it’s a great 

idea. What do you think, Charlie?”

Dad said, “Sounds like fun! Chris, I’d like 

you to go with Rachel and Taffy.”

Rachel looked pleased. Chris didn’t, but 

he said he would take Rachel to the show. 
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The week went by slowly for Rachel.  

On Monday, she came home from school 

and took Taffy for a walk. Then she 

practiced making Taffy sit and stay. 
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On Tuesday, Rachel and Taffy practiced 

shaking hands. 

“Shake,” said Rachel. 

Taffy put up her paw.

“Good girl!” said Rachel.

On Wednesday, Rachel took Taffy  

outdoors to practice sitting up. When Taffy  

sat up, Rachel gave her a doggie treat. 

On Thursday, Rachel was going to  

practice with Taffy again. But there was  

too much rain. 

“I think I’ll let her rest,” she told her mom. 

“Good idea,” said Mom.

When Chris got home, he saw Taffy  

sleeping on the floor. 

“Good trick, Taffy,” he said. 

Rachel smiled. Chris could be funny. . . 

sometimes. 
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On Friday, Rachel gave Taffy a bath and 

brushed her fur. The dog looked awesome.

Finally, it was Saturday. It was a hot 

day—the hottest day of the year so far. 

Rachel jumped out of bed. Taffy was  

waiting for her at the bottom of the stairs. 
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“I think she knows what today is!”  

said Rachel. 

“I wouldn’t be too sure about that,”  

said Chris, smiling. 

After breakfast, Rachel put on Taffy’s 

new red leash and collar. She looked super!

Chris said, “She may be a mutt, but she 

looks like a show dog today!” Rachel felt  

so proud.

9



The three of them set off for the park. 

The day got hotter and hotter. It was  

so hot that Rachel and Chris could feel  

the heat from the sidewalk through  

their sneakers. 

“Whew! Poor Taffy,” said Rachel. “She’ll 

have to do tricks in this awful heat.”

Chris added, “And we’ll have to watch in 

this awful heat. Poor us!”
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The park was crowded with people and 

dogs. Rachel’s babysitter Alex was inside 

the gate with Albert. Albert had been a 

racing dog when he was young, so he could 

run really, really fast.



“Hi, Alex,” said Rachel. “Are they having 

any races today? I bet Albert could win all  

of them.”

“Albert doesn’t race anymore,” Alex said. 

“But he loves to watch. What events will 

Taffy enter?”

“I don’t know yet,” said Rachel. 

Just then, a woman with a badge  

handed Rachel an entry sheet.

Rachel asked one of the judges, “What’s 

an obstacle course?”

“The dogs run around a track,” the judge 

told her. “They have to go over, under, and 

around things that block their way.”

Rachel wondered which events Taffy 

should enter. She knew the Kims’ dog, 

Sadie, would win Floppiest Ears because 

she had long ears that hung down by the 

side of her head. 
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Dog’s name: 

Owner’s name: 

Check three below:

EVENTS    TIME
 Best Tail Wag 10:00
 Best Trick  10:15
 Fastest Run  10:30
 Best Smile  10:45
 Floppiest Ears 11:00
 Funniest Bark 11:15
 Obstacle Course 11:30
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“Maybe I’ll enter her in Funniest Bark,” 

she said to Chris. “She makes squeaky 

noises sometimes.”

“What’s so funny about squeaking?” 

asked Chris.

Rachel gave him a look, but she knew he 

could be right. She remembered her friend 

Melissa’s dog, Mitch. He danced when he 

barked. That would make anybody laugh.
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Which events should Taffy enter? She 

always wagged her tail and gave a little 

grin when she came to meet Rachel after 

school. Rachel decided to enter Taffy in  

Best Tail Wag and Best Smile. But she 

needed one more event. 

“Taffy scoots under the fence all the 

time to chase squirrels,” Rachel said. “And 

she loves to run through puddles. I think I’ll 

enter her in the Obstacle Course.”

“Good choice,” Chris said.

The announcer’s voice boomed over 

the loudspeaker. “All events, except the 

Obstacle Course, will take place next to  

the bandstand. The Obstacle Course has 

been set up near the playground. Good  

luck to all the dogs and owners.” 

15



 

Rachel looked at her watch. It was 10:00. 

It was time for the Best Tail Wag event.  

Six dogs were lined up. 
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When it was Taffy’s turn, the judge said  

to her, “Let’s see you wag your tail!” The 

judge smiled at Taffy, but Taffy’s tail hung 

there like an old piece of rope. 

A black dog with a white streak down  

his tail won that event. He was so excited 

about winning that he couldn’t stop  

wagging his tail!

“Better luck next time, Taffy,” said Rachel. 

“You’ll win a prize. Don’t worry.”

“I don’t think Taffy is worried, Rachel,” 

said Chris. “She’s just hot!”

Rachel took Taffy to sit in the shade of a 

big tree to cool down. But soon it was time 

for her next event, Best Smile. 

“Come on, Taffy,” said Rachel. “It’s time  

to see you smile.” 

Rachel felt sure Taffy could win this one. 
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“Just smile at the judge like you smile at 

me, girl,” Rachel said. 

“Hi, Taffy,” said the judge. “Can you 

smile for me now?”

Taffy just looked at the judge. 

“Come on, give me a big smile!” the 

judge said. 
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Taffy growled—just a little. But it was 

clearly a growl. Rachel smiled at the judge. 

A little white dog named Squiggly won  

Best Smile. 

There was a little time before Taffy’s 

next event. Poor Taffy looked so hot!  

She was panting.

Chris said, “Why don’t you get Taffy 

some water?” 

Rachel filled a paper cup with water.  

She held it for Taffy to drink. She drank  

it all up. Then she smiled at Rachel. 

“Now you smile!” Rachel said. “Why 

couldn’t you do that for the judge?”

A voice came over the loudspeaker.  

“All dogs line up for the Obstacle Course. 

This is today’s final event.”

“OK, Taffy, this is it,” Rachel said.  

“You can win this one. I know it.”
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For the Obstacle Course, dogs had to 

jump through a hoop hanging between two 

poles. Then they had to go under a bench. 
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Finally, they had to run through a shallow 

pool of water.

The first dog in the Obstacle Course 

event was named Duke. He jumped right 

through the hoop. Then he scooted under 

the bench. 

“Uh, oh!” someone said. “Look!” 

The bench was moving—on Duke’s back! 

Duke was so strong that he had picked the 

bench right up. 

The judges laughed. Duke’s owner didn’t 

laugh. He got his dog and put the bench 

back on the course.

Molly’s dog Shrimp was next. Shrimp 

was so small that when she barked, she 

bounced up and down. 

“Your turn, Shrimp,” said the judge.

Shrimp ran to the hoop.

21



Then she jumped up and caught it in her 

mouth like a circus acrobat! Shrimp swung 

back and forth, back and forth. Everybody 

clapped for her. Molly took her down and 

led her away. 

Chris said, “Gee, maybe Taffy has a 

chance after all!” 
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There was just one more dog before 

Taffy. It was Ben’s mutt Scruffy. Scruffy 

jumped through the hoop. Ben smiled. Then 

Scruffy went around the bench. He missed 

the pool and just kept running. 

Ben ran after him, yelling, “Scruffy!  

Stop, Scruffy!” 

But Scruffy kept running out of the park 

and down the street.
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None of the dogs had finished the 

Obstacle Course yet. Taffy had a chance!

“OK, Taffy, it’s your turn,” Rachel 

whispered to Taffy. “Show them what  

you’ve got.”

Taffy was panting, but she looked ready. 

The judge called her. Taffy ran to  

the hoop. 

“Jump,” Rachel ordered. 
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But Taffy didn’t jump. She scooted under 

the hoop. Then she came to the bench. 

“Go under the bench,” Rachel said.

But Taffy went around it. 

Rachel heard Chris laughing. Lots of 

people were laughing by now.

Next, Taffy had to run through the pool.



Taffy walked to the edge of the pool.  

She put her front paws into the water, 

stopped, and looked around. Then she took 

a big, long drink from the pool. 
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Finally, she flopped down in the pool  

with a splash. Then she wagged her tail  

and smiled, all at the same time!

Now, everybody was laughing, even  

the judges. 

“That’s the right idea!” said one judge. 
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“It sure is,” said another judge. “That 

dog knows how to stay cool on a  

hot day.”

The judges whispered. One of them 

walked to the table where the prize  

ribbons were displayed. 

“What’s she doing?” Chris asked.

Taffy didn’t care what the judge was 

doing. She was still sitting in the pool, wet 

and happy. 

Finally, the judge walked back. She said, 

“Rachel, bring Taffy up here, please.”

Rachel lifted her wet dog out of the pool 

and carried her to the judges. Taffy shook 

and sprayed water all over the place. It  

was so hot that no one seemed to mind 

getting a shower!
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One of the judges hung a ribbon around 

Taffy’s neck. Everyone clapped for Taffy  

and for Rachel, too. Rachel was so proud! 
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Rachel hugged her dog. “I knew you’d 

win, Taffy,” she said.

Chris said, “Yup, she’s one cool dog. I 

knew it all along.”
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A Note about Star Words and Story Words:  
Sight words in the EPS Phonics Plus® readers are referred to as 

“Star Words.” “Story Words” may be decodable, yet they present 

a special challenge. These words may be longer, multisyllabic, or 

simply above the grade level of the students for whom the books  

are intended. Some of them are domain-specific words—words  

that have a particular meaning within certain subject matter.

Skills:
sounds of ch, sh, tch
three-letter blends
compound words with long vowels
long vowel homophones
r-controlled vowels 

Review: initial, final consonants; initial, 
final, and medial consonant blends and  
digraphs; short and long vowels; days of 
the week

Story Words: obstacle course, laugh, 
practice

Comprehension: Do you think Taffy is  
a cool dog? Why or why not?




