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Unit 4 Skill Focus: Drawing Conclusions/Predicting Outcomes
Unit 4 Theme:

Fables
Text 1
Unit

4

Text 2

Text 3

Drawing Conclusions/Predicting Outcomes Combine
information from a text with what is already known to build
additional meaning.

The Tortoise
and the Hare
T

ortoise and Hare were friends
Which animal should
who lived near a very big hill. Hare,
win the race?
with his long, strong legs, could run
up the hill and then down again in
sixty seconds. Tortoise, with his short, stubby legs,
could not move very fast. It took him a very long time
to get anywhere.
Hare always teased Tortoise about how slowly he walked.
Tortoise was sick and tired of Hare’s teasing, so one day
he challenged Hare to a race.
“This is a joke! You’ve got to be kidding,” Hare said with
a laugh. “I can run circles around
you. You’ll never beat me!”
“We’ll see,”
said Tortoise.

Who Was Aesop?
Aesop’s fables are known and loved
How do you know
around the world. Yet very little is
Aesop was freed?
known about the man who told these
stories. Aesop is thought to have been
a slave in ancient Greece. He was born
more than 2,500 years ago, in about 620 BCE. Aesop
was a wise man. His master admired him for his
wisdom. At that time, a master could free a slave whom
he admired.
Aesop told stories because, in those days, very few
people could read or write. When stories were good and
well told, people would remember them and retell them.
This is how they were passed along.
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The Ant
and the Grasshopper
O

ne summer day, a grasshopper
How do you know the
was hopping around, chirping
ant was preparing
and singing to his heart’s content.
for winter?
An ant passed by, carrying a long
kernel of wheat to his nest.
“Why not come and play with
me instead of working so hard?” asked the grasshopper.
“I’m collecting food now,” said the ant. “I recommend
that you do the same.”
“Why bother?” asked the grasshopper. “We have plenty
of food at the moment!”
“Suit yourself,” replied the ant. The ant continued his
work and the grasshopper leaped merrily away.
When winter came, the grasshopper had no food and
was very hungry. I think I’ll pay a visit to that little ant,
he thought. He probably has plenty of food.
When the ant saw the starving grasshopper, he felt
sorry for him. “I will help you this time,” he said, “but
next summer, you had better chirp, sing, and work!”
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Note: This Sample lesson contains the first 11 pages of the
Comprehension Library reader Ready, Set, Puppy!
The complete text contains 32 pages.
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