
Improving Math Achievement,  
Engaging Young Learners After School

Students at Capistrano Elementary School, located in northern California’s San 
Joaquin Valley, were facing academic challenges, lagging in math achievement and 
requiring intervention to master grade-level expectations. With more than 500 
students in kindergarten through grade 6, the school serves a diverse population, 
of which more than half is Hispanic, and nearly 40 percent are English Language 
Learners. In this agricultural region, 83 percent of students qualify for free or 
reduced lunch. 

Capistrano Elementary teachers and administrators sought ways to ensure that 
students were poised for success, with the academic foundation they would need 
for middle school, high school, and beyond. 

They decided their afterschool program, called CLASS (Capistrano Loves After 
School Services), already in place, would be the perfect setting for offering 
students a chance to build math skills using an intervention solution. Funded 
by ASES (After-School Education & Safety), CLASS serves 100 students with 
afterschool enrichment activities, providing tutoring and homework assistance 
and instruction in art, music, science, and more. In addition, CLASS serves 30 
students who require academic intervention, based on teacher recommendations 
and scores on the state assessment. 

Building New Math Skills While Having Fun

Capistrano Elementary leaders reviewed a number of research-based intervention 
solutions before choosing the Academy of MATH® from EPS/School Specialty® 
Literacy and Intervention four years ago. “The Academy of MATH was an easy 
choice—it met all of our needs,” said Sergio Viera, site coordinator for the ASES 
program. The Academy of MATH is a systematic and web-based intervention 
solution that helps at-risk elementary, middle, and high school students develop 
computational fluency and achieve significant gains in math proficiency. 

Viera recalled attending a training session to learn about the Academy of MATH, 
which another school in his district was already using. “I came away very 
excited about the program,” he said. In particular, he was impressed with the 
individualized instruction. Pre- and post-tests determine placement so every 
student works at the appropriate level. “The Academy of MATH meets each child 
where he or she is,” he said.

FAST FACTS

School: Capistrano Elementary School 

Location: Modesto, CA

Grades: Pre–K–6

Number of Students: 517

Challenge: 

•	 Students were lagging in math 
achievement and requiring  
intervention to master grade-
level expectations

Solution:
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by as many as 3.3 grade levels

eps.schoolspecialty.com              800.288.6754

SUCCESS STORY:
CAPISTRANO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Students See Gains of Up to  
Three Grade Levels When Learning 
With Math Intervention Solution



In the ASES computer lab, 20 students at a time in grades 3 through 6, grouped by grade level, spend 30-minute 
blocks learning with the Academy of MATH. “Our students are working in a wide range of levels. The pace is right, 
and they’re all very enthusiastic about what they’re learning,” he said.

Supporting students daily in the lab is paraprofessional Sheila Hopper. In the four years ASES has been using the 
Academy of MATH, she’s seen the students’ math skills soar. “It’s wonderful—I really believe in this program,” she 
said. “What I love about it is it breaks down every concept into manageable pieces, and if they get something wrong, 
it shows them how the problem is solved. They learn from their mistakes.”

Hopper said the Academy of MATH “teaches itself. They log on and get right to work,” she said. “They see it as 
‘playing on a computer,’ but they’re gaining new skills while they play.”

Student Math Achievement Soars

Viera has been tracking student progress by grade level since implementing the Academy of MATH and consistently 
sees substantial gains in math achievement, he said. Last year, every ASES student using the Academy of MATH 
advanced at least one grade level, and many progressed much more, some by as many as 3.3 grade levels. 

Learning with the Academy of MATH in the afterschool program is boosting achievement in the classroom, too, he 
said. He said teachers have relayed stories of students grasping math concepts quickly after exposure to them in the 
Academy of MATH. “It supports what they’re teaching, tying in nicely with the classroom curriculum,” he said.

Viera said next he would like to see use of the Academy of MATH expanded to the classroom, too.  
“I strongly recommend it,” he said. “It’s an opportunity for students to work independently at their own level,  
without frustration.”

Some of the ASES students have been using the Academy of MATH for three or four years, and they continue  
to stay engaged while progressing through the program, said Hopper. 

She recalled a fourth-grade student whose math skills were at the sixth-and seventh-grade level. “The Academy of 
MATH kept him interested and challenged, every step of the way,” she said.  And, students who struggle with math 
find success, too, staying motivated even when progress comes slowly. “Whether it’s our students who are low in 
language skills, our intervention students, those who are gifted, or students at grade level, everyone succeeds with 
the Academy of MATH.”

In addition, Hopper said she’s seen an “enormous change” in students’ confidence in learning math. “People use 
math every day of their lives,” she said. “If you can build that strength now, it’s something they will always have. 
Children who are strong academically will have the confidence to be successful throughout their lives.”
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