
“In no time, even the most academically challenged kids
realized ‘hey, I can do this’ – and that is very exciting to see.” 

Roger Bennett, Teacher, Selah Intermediate School

At-Risk Students Achieve Big Gains at Selah
Intermediate School Using a Technology-Based 
In-Class Intervention  

Case Study

Established in 1919 Selah is one of the nation’s largest producers
of apple products – and home to a growing agri-business that
continues to attract workers from across the country. The area has
seen a progressive increase in the number of very hard working,
but poor minority families in recent years – a fact that is reflected
in the classrooms of Selah Intermediate School. Today almost 50%
of the school’s 860 students receive a free or reduced cost lunch. 

At-risk students

Although Selah was meeting the requirements for the Washington
Assessment of Student Learning (WASL), the state’s test for
students and schools, a large number of students were still not
passing. To address the needs of these students, Selah
Intermediate School Principal Jim Merz reassigned Roger Bennett,
a Math and PE teacher, to spend half of his school day working to
help more at-risk math students pass the WASL.

Right idea, wrong solution

In Bennett’s first year Selah’s intervention strategy consisted largely
of a traditional paper and pencil math-based solution designed to
teach accelerated math. This was introduced during the day and
as an after school program. Bennett notes, “It was a good model
but the actual intervention wasn’t getting our low performers
where they needed to be.” 
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Fast Facts:

Location:

• Selah, Washington 

School: 

• Selah Intermediate School

Grades:

• 5-7

Number of Students:

• 860

Student Demographics:

• Caucasian 38%

• Hispanic 14%

• Special Education 12.5%

Free and Reduced Lunch:

• 43% 

Website: 

http://www.selah.k12.wa.us/
SIS/sis.cfm



Enter the Academy of MATH

The following year a state grant enabled Selah
Intermediate School to change gears with its intervention
strategy and implement a software solution called the
Academy of MATH. A key requirement was to give
students an intensive intervention without pulling them
out of regular in-class instruction. To accomplish this,
Bennett discovered he could take students out of one six
week block of PE and still meet the state’s minimum
requirements for physical activity. This created an
opportunity to plug students into the Academy of MATH
thirty minutes each day for a six week burst of intensive
instruction. All grade 5 students who failed the WASL test
were automatically put into the new intervention
program. 

Keep students focused and motivated

From the outset Bennett could see that the Academy
of MATH delivered a more relevant and engaging
experience. “The intervention was individualized and
started each student on content that was appropriate
to their level,” says Bennett. He also notes the
importance of receiving positive feedback on what is
being learned plus the use of “buddy” characters and
graphical elements to engage students. “Celebrating
a learning accomplishment is huge for these students
because they are not used to getting positive
feedback in a subject like math. In no time, even the
most academically challenged kids realized ‘hey, I
can do this’ – and that is very exciting to see.”

Careful tracking

Bennett used a population of 73 fifth grade students
in the 2005-06 year to rigorously evaluate the
intervention solution. These students were selected
because in 2005 the state switched from WASL

testing in the 4th, 7th, and 10th grades to testing at
every grade. “This switch gave us an opportunity to
track a group of students using back-to-back WASL
tests,” says Bennett.  

29% leap forward

WASL places students in one of four levels – with a
pass being achieved at Level 3 and Level 4 identifying
students who are doing well. In 2005, 44 students
scored a Level 1 or Level 2, and none of the group
placed at Level 3 or Level 4. In spring 2006 19 of
these students moved up to Level 3 – and one
student jumped to Level 4. From spring 2005 to
spring  2006 , Selah’s sample group showed an
average gain of 29% on the WASL test. In sharp
contrast the state average dropped 5% on WASL for
the 4th grade test in the same period. “We were
extremely pleased with those performance gains,
particularly when compared to the state average,”
comments Bennett.  

Looking to the future 

Bennett acknowledges that the Academy of MATH
has become a major part of Selah’s intervention
solution for students that do not pass the WASL test.
“This solution does what they say they it will do. It
enables us to provide individualized training with 
the expectation that each student will realize the
performance gains required,” says a confident
Bennett. Looking to the future Bennett adds, “Our
plan is to keep doing what we’re doing. That means
using the Academy solution as the absolute core for
our after school program – and our six week
intervention during the school day. I think we’ve
really hit the nail on the head!”
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About AutoSkill®

AutoSkill creates award-winning intervention solutions to help close the
proficiency gap in K-12 schools. For over 15 years, its research-based programs
have helped at-risk students to build fluency in the foundation skills of reading
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MATH, deliver rapid, permanent gains so students progress in their education
and administrators meet AYP targets. For more information, go to
www.autoskill.com.

© 2006 AutoSkill International Inc. All rights reserved. AutoSkill, Academy of READING and Academy of MATH are registered trademarks of AutoSkill
International Inc. The names of actual companies and products mentioned herein may be the trademarks of their respective owners. Printed in Canada.

1106


